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AJ Theſome-time pretended Bi- 
ſhops and Arch-biſhops of 
this Kirk were cited publick- 
ly, throughout the Kirk of 
this Kingdome, to compeare 
before the ſaid Aſſembly , for anſwering to a com- 
plaint given in againſt them to ſeverall Presbyteries, 
and by the presbyteries,according tothe order of the 
Kirk, referred to the generall Aſſembly, When the 
Afﬀembly was convecned ſome of theſe ſometime 
pretended Prelats, to wit, M*. 1s. Spotſwod, Mr. Pa. 
Lyndſay, Mr. Da. Lynaſay, M*, Io. Maxwell, Mr. 
Wal, Whitefard, M*. Tho, Sydſerfe; in ſtead of their 
compearance, gave ina Declinatour and Proteſtari- 
on; which was preſented by M*. Robert Hammiltoun 
Miniſter at — and was urged to bereadin 
face of the: Aſſembly. This their Declinarour and 
Proteſtation was made in name of allthe Arch-bi- 
ſhops and Biſhops within this Kingdome: as if it had 
been done with the knowledge and conſent of all the 


reſt: which is known to befalſe,and inname ofothers 
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their acherents, whom yct we have found to.be very 
few ; and theſecither corrupted with bribes, terrified 
by threatnings , or circumveencd with falſe informa. 
tions , as diverſc of them with rcarcs have acknow- 
ledged; and therefore have paſled from their Decli- 
natour. They appoint it to be given into his Maje- 
ſtics Commiſſioner , whom they do not decline; and 
crave itto be read in preſence of the Aſſembly;whom 
they do decline as Iudges , not direfting their ſpeach 
rothe Aſſembly it ſelf, with reſpec and reverence, 
as legall formes require: Coram wobis excipiendo & 
opponendo,cum debita reverentia,or the like. They com- 
peare not perſonally,butappointa Procurator. How. 
beit ſome of them were in the rown where the AL 
ſembly conveened; or within few miles, when their 
Declinatour and Proteſtation was given in. They 
might have preſented themſelves to ſuſtaine the rea- 
ſons of their Declinatour, or to clearethemſclves 


{ome way of the offences laide to their charge in the: 


libell, with Proteſtation that they adheredto their 
Declinatour, notwithſtanding of their compearance, 
Proteſt antes tn principio, medio, & fine preſentis compa- 
ritionis & oppoſitionts : quod per preſentem attum vel 
comparitionem , ſeu aliquem alium vel aliamquem vel 
quam facere econtigerit in futurum , non intendimius nec 
wvolumus in V0stanquam in judicem competcntem aliqua- 
liter conſentiri, Practica Paptenſis per Petrum de Ferra- 
riis in forma declinationts alicujus judicis. . But hethacr 
docth cvil hatcth the light. 

The Aſſembly, having conſidered the Declina- 
rourand Proteſtation, found themſelves Iudges, not- 
wichſtanding any thing was alcadged : which was 

then 
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then briefly anſwered:, and now more amply for the 
juſtification of their proceedings. 
| They acknowledged that a generall Aſſembly, 
| lawfully called, is a moſt neceſſare and effectuall 
| meane, for removing diſtraQions, and ſctling peace 
in the Kirk ; and yet havethey beenthe chicf inſtru- 
ments to bercavethe Kirk of this liberty: firſt by pro- 
rogations from time to time, at laſt by prorogation 
to no certaine time; that ſo the impediment of their 
advancement might be removed out ofthe way. 
| They acknowledgethat his Majeſtic hath authori- 
ty by his prerogative royall rocall Aſſemblies: as is 
acknowledged by the Aflembly holden at Glaſgow 
1610, and Parliament 1612. But withall they pro- 
feſle , that it is not lawfull toconveen, without his 
Royall conſentand approbation, unleſle we will put 
| ourſclves in queſtion to be called for ſedition. Here, 
| they flatter for their own private ends, or rather be- 
tray the cauſcof Cyurisr. Weacknowledge that 
the Prince, when he ſeeth cauſe, may convocat age- | 
nerall Aſſembly ; but we deny , thart itis ſedition to | 
hold Aſſembly without his conſent, The Chriſtians i 
| for the ſpace of 200. years held their Councels and ai 
Aſſemblies under the perſecuting Emperours ; and | 
yer were not in ſo doing guilty of ſedition, Burt ic 
| will be aledged, that the caſe is different, where | 
there is a Chriſtian Magiſtrate profeſſing the ſame [ 
Religion. Ir is truc, his conſent ſhould be ſought ear- 
| neſtly : but if he be negligent or wilfully refaſe, the 
| Kirk may holdher Aſſemblies,ifthey finde neceſſity, 
For in this caſe he differcth not from the unbelcever, 
Paria ſunt non apparere 10x eſe. The Papilts, ſtand- 
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ing for the Pops rightto call generall Councels, yet 
mantaine, that if he doth nor, nor will not convo- 
cate, they may conveen without him , oralthough he 
ſhould oppoſe. See that profeſſor of both the laws 
Antonins de Roſellis in his Monar chis Part. 2.Cap. 30, 
And inthe chird Part cap. 3. when the Pops Apoſta- 
fie or Hereſieis notorious,any faichſull man or ſound 
Chriſtian may convocate the Councell per viamre. 
quiſitionts, 1el monitionis ;, non per viam citationis, vel 
authorizationis : by way of warning and requiſition, 
not by way of citation orauthorizing. But when they 
are convecncd,quicnnq; ipſos vocaſſet, talem vocationem 
authori7 are fmt whoſoevercalled them together, 
they may authorize that calling. For it is not requi- 
ſite to the ſubſtance, that a ſuperiour ſhould callthem 
rogether, This Profeſſor lived underthe Emperour 
Frederik the third , and ended his dayes inthe year | 
1467. The Biſhop of Spalato in his ſecond book de | 
Repub, Eccleſi. cap. 7, Num, 18. aledgeth to this pur. 
poſe a paſſage out of [acobus Almaynus ; where he ſay- 
eth, that the eyeſceing the bodie in danger may give 
warning to the reſt of the members, that the bodie 
may defend and preſerve it ſelf. So any particulare 
Kirk, ſeeing theneceſlity of convocating a Councell 
may make manifeſt the neceſſity to other Kirks ; & ſic 
denunciative conzregare, non autem preceptive ; and {0 
convocate, not by precept or command , but by way 
of denunciation or warning. As after a Fhyfician 
hath ſhewed ro a man, what is necefſarie for his pre- | 
ſervation, he is bound to doir, not by vertucof rhe ] 
Phyſicians precept , but of the precept of the divine | 
and naturall law. This Jacobus 4 lmain was a Sorbo- | 
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ni#f Profeſſor, about the year 1510, The ground of 
the Kirks right is laid down by the Councell of Con- 
Hance. Concilium generale poteftatem a Chriito immedi. 
ate habet. The generall Councell hath power imme- 
diatly from Chriſt, See Antonins de Roſellis inthe 
part above-cited. What we have aledged forgenerall 
Councels holdeth more firmly for nationall and 
provinciall: ſeeing they are more neceflary then the 
generall. In formertimes, Primars convocated natio- 
nall, and Metropolitans provinciall Councels, with- 
out feeking 2 particular grant from Princes toevery 
meeting, For the Canons of Couacels appointed 
ſuch meetings ro be kept. A tacit conſent of Princes 
was ſufficient, And this racit conſent was collected) 
by their grant of liberty to profeſle Religion, aad 
ſubmitting their ſceptersrothe ſcepterof Canrsr, 

| In granting liberty of Religion they granted libertic , 
| to hold Synods,noleſſethen weekly mecrings of con- 
| gregations to divine ſervice..Thar French Catholick 
who wrotthat NOOR defence 
ofthe Yenetians writeth to the ſame tenſe. 7mperato- 
res cum libert atems Religionis edictis ſuts Eccleſia conceſ”- 
ſerunt , ſimul j1s libere cogendi ſynodos illis attribuiſſe. 
| Nom cults Chriſttani hec pars e#prorſus neceſſ aria & 
| wow, Soit wasanſwered inthe Aſſembly holden-ia 
December ammo 1561. to- ſome Courtcours, Take 
from us the freedome of Aſiemblies , and take from 1s the 
| Ewvangel. For without Afemblies how ſhall 200d order aud 
| unticindoctrinebe keeped. Seeing then Aſſemblies are 
| ſo necefare, and Cu n15r hath provided for all ne- 
| Cceffariestohis Kirk,and promiſed his preſence where 


bur few are convcened in his name, the Chriſtian 
Prince 
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Prince cannot deprive the Kirk ofthis liberty. Nei. 
ther is this Kirk deprived of liberty to hold her AC 
{cmblics by any law or a& of Parliament, incaſethe 
Priace will aot indictrine and place. Our Kirk had 
liberty to Hold Afemblies, and to appoint time and 
placertili cheycar 1592. and yet were not the Aſſem- 
blies called in queſtion for ſedirion. The Aſſemblies 
were frequented by men of ercdite in Court about 
the King and his Regents, Some were authorized 
with commiſſion fromthem fromtimetotime to re- 
pair2 ry the ſame. Commiſſioners have been directed 
from the Parliament to confer with the Commiſſio- 
ners appointed by the Aſſembly , concerning Eccle- 
fiaſticall affairs. Appellations of laick patrons were 
ordained by a of Parliamentto end and takedecili- 
on at the generall Aſſembly. Superintendents and ti- 
tulars of} prelacies were ordained by at of Parlia- 
ment, to be called before thegenerall Aſſembly, and 
to be deprived, incaſe they were found Hercticall in 
doctrine, The ads ratifying the juriſdiction of the 
Kirk, namely the a& 7ames 6. Par. 6, cap. 69. Ratih- 
eth conſequently the generall Aſſemblies, where all 
juriſdiction is ordered, and cenſures ſometimes ex- 
erced. The Parliament holden azno 1592, did nor 
grant liberty to hold Aſſemblies, as if the Kirk had 
not had ſuch liberty before , but ratified her former 
liberty to hold Aſſemblies yearly, or oftner prove #4- 
#4,and to appointtimeand place forthenext Aſſem. 
bly by themſelves, iacaſe his Majeſtic or his Com- 
miſſioner werenot prefent inthe rown, But ifany of 
them were preſent, it was provided, that they ſhould 


appoint time and place. This proviſion gave nora 
privative 
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privative power to his Majeſtic to refuſe a generall 
Aſſembly, ſo longas he pleaſed, (forthen the liberry 
of holding generall Aſſemblies could not be ſaid to 
have been ratified) but only a priviledge or preroga- 
tiveto appoint time and place forthe yearly Aſſem- 
bly. Thea of Parliament 1612. which they aledge 
intheir Declinatour, acknowledgerth theindiction of 
timeand place toappertaine to his Majeſtic , but doth 
not give a privative powerto fruſtrate the Kirk ofhcr 
yearly Afﬀemblics if he pleaſe ; which wereratified 
before,but thatbeing preſuppoſed,bindeth him to a 
point time and place, If they will infer,that it is ſedi- 
tion to convecn an Afl-mbly a: any time,ifthePrince 
will notindirtime and place,in re{p:Rof that at of 
Parliament, they muſt rernember that rhe at 1612. 
was only a ratification of the at of their pretended 
and null Aſſembly. holden at Glaſgow 1610. the nul- 
lity whereof hath been made evident at thelaſt AC 
ſembly: and ſo they bewray their treacheric againſt 
Cun1srand his Kirk, and for conſenting to the ra- 
tification of ſuch a Declaration in Parliament oughr 
tobe ſeverly puniſhed , ſuppoſethere wereno other 
offence to be laid to their charge. The yearly Aſſem- 
blies were a great umpedimentto their courſe: there- 
fore thac liberty muſt notendureany longer, Bur for 
- reverence of the honourable Eſtates , we make the 
beſt conſtruction we can. Howſoever, the Kirk may 
lawfully hold her Aſſemblies, howbeit there were 
no a of Parliament, and the Prince(we ſpeak in the 
veneral)refufing to inditimeand place,the neceſſi 
oftheKirk being urgent isto be ſuſpefted of liſa, 
fection to Religion notwithſtanding of his externall 
P profeſſion 
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profeſsion. Error, cui non reſiſtitur ,approbatur, & ve- 
rites cum minim? defenſatur , opprimitur. Negligere, 
quippe , cum poſts, deturbare perverſos , nihil alind eſt 
quam fovere, Diſt. 83. Can. Error, The Reader may 
finde more to our purpoſe in the reaſons alreadie 
printed for holding generall Afſemblics, 

Howbeir the Aſſembly holden at Glaſgow in No- 
vember 1638, was indicted by his Majeſtie , and they 
acknowledge that it was indicted by lawfull au- 
thortic , yet they hold the Aﬀembly ir ſelfmoſt un- 
lawfull and unorderly, in ſundrie reſpects, and their 
proceedings voidand null in law , for the cauſes and 
reaſons following: which weerruſt ſhall prove fri- 
volous. 

Their firſt exception is taken from the time ofe. 
leftion of the Commiſſioners to the Aſſembly. Thar 
they were choſen by the Presbyteries before the 
Presbyteries were authorized to make cleion, in 
reſpect his Majeſties warrant, to indi the Aﬀembly 
was not publiſhed, tillthe 22. of September follow- 
ing. TheeleQion of Commiſſioners is ever inthe li. | 
bertie of the Presbyteries, whenthere is apparant oc- | 
cafion of an Aſſembly, as at this time they were pur 
in fullexpetation both of a Parliament and Aſſem- 
bly : And there wasneed of timouseteRion , thatthe 
Commilsioners might have the longer rime to pre- 
pare themſelves forthe matters of importance,which | 
wereto bee treated, The Barrons and free-holders 
makechoife ofthewy Commiſſioners to yoice in Par- 
ligment yearly, howbeir no Parliament bee indicted, 
They themſelves procured Commiſſioners to bee 
choſenin-ſundrieparts Ano x617.before the Aſſem- 
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bly was indicted apon the fourth of November to be 
holden at S*. An4rews the 25 of that inftant ; upon a 
report that his Majeſty would have agenerall Aſtm- 
bly, and the five articles conſidered: but would 
not appoint the time or place,tillche Commiſſioners 
were choſen. Their drift was to hold or not hold 
Aſſembly, as they ſhould finde the Commiſſioners 
which were choſen, would for the moſt pare ſerve 
their turn, Burt what need wee to inſiſt upon this 
point , ſeeing there was no Commiſſions produced 
at the laſt Aſſembly , which were of date before: the 
22, of Septemberthetune of indiction.. The Table, lay 
they, by their uſurped authority did give order, and 
direction for all Presbyteries ro ele& Commiſho- 
ners, and to keep 2 faſt upon the 16 of Septemnsber. 
Theſe whom they miſcall, the Table did not com- 
mand or charge thepresbyteries to eletor faſt; bur 
becauſe ofthe expeAation we had of an Aſſembly ,in- 
vited them to ſeek Gods bleſſiag with faſting, both 
to the cletioa of Commiſſioners , and proceedings 
ofthe Aſſembly : and becauſe we had been out of uſe 
theſe many years of Aſſemblies rightly conſtitute, 
ſent ro them their beſt informations and caveats. 

They except next againſt the Commiſkonersthem- 
ſelyes: for if the Aſſembly be not conſtitute of fach 
members as are requiſite to make up ſucha badie, it 
cannot be acknowledged for a lawfull and free Al- 
ſembly. ' But how prove they Commiſſioners ad- 
Jarman | to be members of this Aſſembly, not to bee 
ſuch as are requifit ro make up ſuch abodte. 

Firſt, they alledge that rhe moſt part, atleaſt ofthe 


Clergie ,convecncd at this Aſſembly, are 1pſo Fafa de- 
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prived, and their places voide , as if they were naturally 
dead ; becauſe they have never in preſence of the Arch- 
biſhop, Biſhop , Superintendent, or Commilsioner 
of the Province or Dyocie, ſubſcribed the articles of Re 
lizion extant in the atts of Parliament , nor given their 
oath for acknowledging our Soveraigne Lords Antho- 
ritie , nor have read their teitimonzall thereupon , and 
the confeſcion in their paroſh Kirks after their returne; 
as they are bound by att of Parliament, Anno 1572, 
that whereas they bee bound by att of Parliament , Anno 
1606. to maintaine the Kings honour , dignitie, and 
prerogative Royall ,to withſtand all perſons , power , or 
eftates, that ſhall impugne or impaire the ſame, and at 
their admiſrion were obliged to performe this duetie 
of their alleageance , and to teſtifie in their conſcience 
that the King u ſuppreme governour 4s well in matters 
ſpirituall, and ecclefiaiticall , as temporall , according to 
the att of Parliament 1612. Tet notwithanding his 
Majeſtic having ordained by act of Councell and Pro- 
clamation following thereupon , that all the Liedges ſhould 
ſwear and ſubſcribe the ſaid Confeſsion, together with 
a generall Band for defending his Majeſties Perſon and 
Anuthoritie,, againit all enemies within or without the 
Realme , they have not only refuſed to ſubſcribe the ſaid 
' Band and Confeſion , but in their Sermons and other 
ſpeeches diſſmaded, deterred, and hindered, others to ſub- 
ſcribe the ſame; and have publickly proteſted againit the 
ſubſcription thereof, | 
The anſwer iscaſie : Thea of Parliament 1572: 
was never put- in practiſe conforme to the ten- 
nour of it, and order there ſet down: or if put in 
praQtiſe, the practiſe, could not endure Tong : For 
= | VEN Arch.biſhops 
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Archbiſhops, Biſhops,and Superindentents Continued not 
long after. If there wereany force inthis reaſon, all 
the Aſſemblies ofour Kirk ſincethe abolition of Bi- 
ſhops,and Superintendents might be called in queſtion; 
and wee have had no lawfull miniſters. Yea, their 
own pretended Aſſemblies did conſiſt of many, 
who could not produce a teſtimoniall of their oath 
and confeſsion conforme to the tenour of that a. 
Laſtly, the ſubſtance of that a hath been keeped 
contorme to the later ats madethereanent , and none | 
of the Miniſters conveened atthe laſt Aſſembly , but | 
have ſubſcribed both the confeſsion of Faith, and I 
Band for maintenance ofthe Kingsauthority, cither 
of late, when the Covenant was ſubſcribed,or before Y 
when they paſt their degrees in Schooles , or upon 18 
ſome other occaſion. But what ſuppoſe that a were 
yetin force that they had neglected to take their oath, | 
and were therefore deprived ipſo fatto of their bene- 
fice and eccleſiaſticall living, yet it followeth not 
that they are deprived oftheir office , or can be, un- 1.4 
leſſe they wilfully refufeto ſubſcribe, and take their 
oath to acknowledge the Kings authoritie, Itis to j'f 
be obſerved,that that at was made whenſome ſtood | { 
for the Kings Mother , and would not acknowledge 
the King for Soveraigne during her life. As for the \ 
promiſe made in Parliament by the Eſtates, Ammo + | 
1606. hayethey failed in performance, or the Sub- 
jets whom they repreſented ? Have they not inthe 
laſt Parliament ratified that act. Astotheact for the 
oath of ſupremacie A».1612.it concerneth only ſuch 
as were to be preſented toany benefice, and not every 
-Miniſter, That act was aratification of the act ofG/aſ- 
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gowarealteredin theaft of Parliametit, and in place of 
theſe words , Conſervation and purgation of Religion, 
are put in, Supreme governonr as well in matters ſþiri- 
tuall and eccleſiaiticall xs temporall , which words were 
avoided inthe fame oath, when the concluſions were 
agreed upon at Zeeth, Anno 1572. Howbeirthey then 
drew up aplate-forme of policienear to the Engliſh, 
and put inthe words, Conſervationand purgation of Re- 
l;zion,which are uſedinthe confeſſion of Faith extant 
in theaRts of parliament. So they have abuſed their 
own pretended Aﬀſembly holdenatG/sſzow. Bur what 
have the Commiſſioners done contrareto theſe as, 
oathes; or promiſes ? They haverefuſed to ſubſcribe 
the confeſſion ofFaith,and band enjoyned by theKin 
and Councel; hindered others, and proteſtedagain 
the Proclamation. Might they nor doethar, and not 
violate theſe ats * Doth the adts of the Kings pre- 
rogative binde them to ſubſcribe any confeſsion or 
band in whatſoever ſenſe it ſhall pleaſe his Majeſtic 
romake ? Orts ir the meaning of the oath of ſupre-. 
macie? The Eſtates, IT am ſure, never intended ſuch 
a meaning. Both muſt be interpreced by the firſt con- 
feſsion of Faith; the a& for the Kings oath at his Co. — 
ronation , the declaration made in Parliament 1592. 
and ſecond book of difcipline Notwithſtanding of 
the ratification of the former at concerning the 
Kings prerogative, and the a& for the oath ofim- 
ſupremacie , his Majeſtie behoved to have a grant of 
poſing habirs upon Kirk-men at the laſt Parliament 
which needed nor, if he might have done it by vet- 
rucoftheſe ats of Parliament, 4nno 1606 and 1612. 
? and yer that is a matter ofleſſe importance thento en- 
joyne 
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joyneſubſcriptionto a confefsion in another ſenſe, 
then was received at the firſt, and fecond univerſall 
ſubſcription. For now in the interpretation of the 
authoritie enjoyning ſubſcription, the confeſsion is 
made toconfiſt with Epiſcopacie and other novations 
introduced fince the fame was firſt received. Was 
there not reaſon then to refuſe, to difwade others,and 
to proteſt againſt it ? Moe reaſons are to be found in 
the proteſtation it felf. Some Miniſters were urged 
with ſubſcription, and of thoſe, ſome yeelded, who 
ncewickfcnting had place inthe laſt Aſſembly. Bur 
what ſuppoſe all had proteſted and refuſed to ſub- 
ſcribeas they were enjoyned by the Councet ; that 
could not have difabled them to fit and voice in the 
Aſſembly, unlefle they had been legally convict be- 
fore of offence in ſo doing , and remained obſtinate. 
Bur let the Reader here obſerve the decliners legerde- 
maine : They would ſceme to be foreward for fub- 
ſcription of that confeſsion which was enjoyned by 
the King and Councel, but challenge menfornor ſub- 
ſcribing the ſaid Confeſsion , that is the Confefsion 
extant in the as of parliament : for of no other have 
they made mention before in their declinatour, They 
have vilipended the later confeſsion and covenanrin 
formertimes, and wedoubt , notwithſtanding ofthis 
taxing of others, that they will ſubſcribe this confef. 
fiontheraſelves , without their own limitations and 
acceptions ; as the Doctours of Aberdene havedone: 
butthar perfidious men will ſubſcribeany thing. And 
yet ſo impudent are they, that they will have other 
troubled for not ſubſcribing contrar to the true ſenſe, 
and meaning ofthe confeſs1on ro make a partie, and 
new reat in this Kirk. pes" They 
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T hey alledge,that the Commiſsioners directed to this Af 
ſembly have forefaulted his Majeſties favour, in grant. 
ing this Aſſembly and the libertie to be members thereof, 
and were in the [age eſtate and condition they were in be- 
fore his M defiifirecimaticn and royall pardon,becauſe | 
they are ſuppoſed tobe of the number of theſe that adher- 
ed to the laſt proteſtation , that it be lawfull for them , as 
at other times Vi at this to hoid Aſſembly, notwithit and. 
ing any impediment or prorogation in the contrare , they 
continue their meetings and tables difeharged by autha- 
ritie, refuſe to ſubſcribe the Band according to his © Ma- 
Jeſties and Councels command, for maintaining the Kings 
Perſon and authoritie , and proteſted againit it, and inſiſt 
ed with the Liedges to ſubſcribe the Band of mutuall de; 
fence again#t all perſons whatſoever , that in their prote« 
ſtation they declared Biſhops and Arch.biſhops to have ns 
warrand for their office, to have no place or woice in 
Aſſembly, notwithſtanding his Majeſtie had declared 
by proclamation , that they had woicein the Aſſembly to 
that eff ett , as they have conſtantly beene in uſe in all 
Aſſemblies where they were preſent , and therefore that 
it is a fearfull thing to conveen with theſe at this Aſ. 
ſembly , in reſpett of ſundrie acts of Parliment, ordaining 
that none impugne the authority and diganitie of any of 
the three Ettates , or procure innovation , or diminuts. 
on of their power and authoritie , under the paine of 
_— : and they arrogat to their meetings a Soveraigne 
authoritie to determane all queſtions and doubts that can a- 


_ contrare t0 the freedome of the Aſiembly, whither in 

the conſtitution and members thereof , or in the maters to 
be treated or manner of proceeding, 

we anſwer firſt in generall , They forfaulted - 

IS 
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his Majefties favour in granting an Aſſembly, for his 
Majeſtie did not recall the indiction of the time and 
place,for holding the Aſſembly, notwithſtanding of 
all that is here alledged, and therefore they might 
ſtill conveen to the place at the time appointed. As 
for the particular points alledged , we anſwer : Par- 
don was offered upon condition ofacquieſcing in the 
Kings declaration and offers. But pardon importeth 
offence , which is denyed: Therefore the condition 
ofacquieſcing could not bee admitted , and the of- 
fers inthe declaration were not ſatisfaorieto their 
former proteſtations, complaints, ſupplications. 
The Aſiembly was granted abſolutely without any 
condition , leaſt his Majeſtic ſhould leave in his ſub- 
jects minds the leaſt ſcruple,and for (etling a certain 
peace, They proteſted tliarir ſhould be lawfull for 
them, being authorized with lawfull commitſSion , 
as at other times, when the urgent neceſsitie of the 
Kirk requireth , ſo in this exigence to aſſemble them- 
ſelves atthe dyet appointed for the Aſſembly , not- 
withſtanding of any. impediment or prorogation in 
the contrary. Of the lawfulneſſe to conveen in Af; 
ſembly, when there is urgent neceſsitic , we have 
ſet down ſome reaſons already, and moe are extant 
in prine,concerning that purpoſe. They had nzed to 
fear the' danger of prorogation , both becauſe the 
preſent caſe could not ſuffer delay , and doolefull 
experience have taught us, that prorogations from 
dyet to dyet ended at laſt in no dyer, whereby the 
Kirk was bereft of her libertie to hold yearly Aﬀem. 
blies which they would now recover by this indi- 
Qion, taking it for a re-entrie. 

Their 
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Their meeting$ or tables,as theadverſariescall them, 
continued , becaule the cauſe continued, preferring 
ſupplications, giving in complaints,artendance upoa 
gracious and fatisfatory anſwers, and performance 
of the ſame, making Proteſtations when there was 
need ; and yer in peaceable manner not in great com- 
panics, as at the beginning, for giving ſansfaRtionto 
the Lords of Councel. They have offered to cleare | 
the neceſſity of their meeting, and their carriage be- 
fore the Parliament ro whom they have appealed. 
They have refuſcdto ſubſcribe the confeſſion of faith 
again at the King and Councels command afcertheir 
late ſubſcription, for the reaſons already mentioned, | 
and the band for mantainance of the Kings perſon 
and authority ; becauſe it is not the ſame intennor | 
withrhe old generall band ſubſcribedavns 1590. The 
narrative is changed, ſome lines, deſigning the Papiſts 
aad their adherents to be the partie threarning danger 
to Religion and the Kings perſon, areomirted, and 
no other partie deſigned in particular, ' So that the 
band may be uſed againſtthe Covenanters rhemſel- 
ves, who have been taxed for diſorders , difturbers 
ofthe peace of this Kirk and Kingdome, tothe dan- 
ger of Religion,and prejudice ofhis Majefties autho- 
ritie, as they have complained in their Proteſtation. 
They continued in {ecking ſubſcriptions to the Co- 
yenant till the holding ofthe Aſſembly, becauſe of 
references to the Aſſembly. His Majefties Commil- 
ſioner acquieſced in their explanationof the clauſe of 
muruall defence , where they declared their mutuall 
defence of each of other was aor for their own pri- 
vat quarrels , but only in def, nce of the true Religi- 

on, 
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on, of the laws and liberties of this Kingdome, and 
of his Majeſties perſon and authority in preſervation 
of the ſame. What further can bee juſtly craved of 
them 2 Such as were pretended Biſhops had no war- 
rand for voice in the generall Aſſembly , unleſſethey 
be authorized with lawfull commiſſion. The Super- 
intendents and Biſhops preſence of old was required 
more for their triall, then any need of their voice. 
But: the Aſſemblies were wearied with complaints 
made” upon them, and afrer many conferences and 
much diſputation found their ofticeunlawfull: which 
was never ſince approved by any pretended, let be 
lawfall Aſſembly, So the cuſtome of old doth not 
ſerve ſuch as only pretend or uſurpe rhe ſame office, 
Norarethey capable, as Miniſters, of any commitſi- 
on from any Presbyrerie, becauſerhey have deſerted 
their flocks, and have no particular charge. For /op- 
pen Miniſters ,- and uſarping Prelats ſhould have no 
place in-the generall Aflembly. The a@Q of Parlia- 
ment diſcharging the impugnirig of any ofrhe three 
Eſtates, or procuring the innovation or diminution 
of their power , was made in atroubleſome time in 
the year 1 5 $ 4,” was proteſted againſt when it was 
—— ; with other adts. That third Eſtare of 
relats, ſuffered' innovation and diminution of their 
Eſtat within three years after by the a& of annexation 
anno 1587, and in conſideration of the great decay of the 
Eccleſiaſticall Eſtate, theſe ate rhewords ofthe 11 3. 
a& following, the Commiſſioners of ſmall Barrons 
and free-holders were declared ro be members of the 
Parliament to fit upon thearticles, and vote in pub- 
lick to'-ſiipplie that decay. Sb there may berhree 
| C 2 Eſtates 
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Eſtates without the Eccleſiaſticall, or Biſhops. And 
the acts of Parliament following, were made by the 
Eſtates howbeit there were then no Biſhops. YeaaRs 
were made againſt Biſhops as anno 1592, Howbcit 
Miniſters were not Prelats , yet others whohad the 
Prelacics voted as the third Eſtate, For itisin reſpe&R 
of their Barronies that ſuch as have Prelacics, vore in 
Parliament, whither they be Miniſters or not. By the 
a& of Parliament 1597. Miniſters provided to Bi- 
ſhopricks, Abbacies, Priorics, were declared to have 
vote in Parliament, but without the knowledge of 
the Kirk. When it came to their knowledge, much 
oppoſition was made, none conſented butupon con- 
ditions, which ſhould have been inſertin theatof 
Parliament: which was tobe made for Miniſters vote 
in Pailiament. Iris true that anno 1606. there was an 
ad for reſtitution of the ſtate of Biſhops, but the Kirk 
repining:becauſethe conditions werenot inſert inthe 
at. And many Miniſters ſubſcribed a Proteſtation 
againſt the ſaid a z yet was not the act 1 584. renew- 
cd, nor Biſhopsreſtored to their ſpirituall eſtate, nor 
were there then any Biſhops having any ſpirituall e- 
ſtare whereuiiffo they could be reſtored, norwas the 
whole third cſtate reſtored which before wasempair- 
ed. For that third Eſtate conſfiſteth of Abbots'and 
Pryours, as well as Biſhops. But how doth it follow, 
that becauſe ſuch as were provided to. Biſhopricks 
were reſtored to vate in Parliament,they weretherc- 
by reſtored to vote in the generall Aſſembly; who 
were not then, nor yet tothis houre reſtored to the 
ſpirituall office of a Biſhop. Orhow is the third E- 
ſtare impugncd by calling them to cenſure or triall, 
: vi EAT: ſceing 
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ſceing they conſented to the aR of their own preten- 
G ded Aſſembly holden at Glaſgow, whereby they are | 
: made lyable to the triall ofthe generall Aſſembly in 

their lifeand converſation, office, and benefice ; as al- 

ſo by the tennour of the Kings Proclamation, and 
; his Majeſtics, Commiſſioners Declaration given in 
tothe laſt Aſſembly ; bearing expreſly that all and c- 
| very one of the Biſhops andtheir ſucceſſours ſhall be | 
| anſwerable to, and from time totime cenſurable by 
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the generall Aſſembly, Their conſeating to that ſame 
p act of reſtitution is cenſurable, and a point of the li- 
bell given in againſt them, Can they not diſtinguiſh 
| betwixt the ſtatcand the perſons ? Yea may not the 
: generall Aſſembly or any particulare Miniſter im- 
| pugae an Eſtate erected or reſtored in name of the 
| Kirk without her conſent, and to the prejudice of her 
| liberties? It is acalumaie, thatthe meetings in Edjn- 
| burgh, which they call the tables, arrogat to them- 
| ſelves ſoveraigne authority todetermine all queſti- 
| ons and doubts, that canariſe contraire to the free- 
dome of the Afembly : for they give only their beſt 
advice and opinion wh enir is asked,and call inſtantly 
for a rightly conſtitute and free Aſſembly to derer- 
mine doubts, and ſettle this Kirkin peace. 

They alledge, the Presbyteries have lofed their right, 
if they had any , to direct Commiſzioners to the generall 
4 femblic in ſo far , as they have depoſed their Mode- 
rators appointed by their Biſhops in their Synods tg governe 
them , and elected others in their place contraire to the act 
of Glaſgow 1610. and act of Parliament 1612.1tis the 
hight of impudencie to call inqueſtion the right of 
Presbyteries to chooſe their own a 
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which they have ever had fince theireretion. The 
Aſſeinbly holden at Glsſ72ow was a pretended Aﬀem. 
bly and therefore any Presbyterie might from the 
beginnjng- ſuſpended obedience to the as thereof, 
till-it' weredeclared null ina free generall Aﬀembly, 
asir was at this laſt. The a@ of Parliament was only 
an a& ratifying the a& of that ſame pretended Aſ- 
ſembly , and by their own procurement, or rather 
another aR, adding, omitring,altering the words and 
clauſes of thata, and that with their knowledgeand 
conſent, ifnot by theirdeviceand procurement. And 
therefore are ceaſuredinthis laſt Aſſembly for tranſ- 
greſſingthe caveats in this point as in many other. Put 
caſe no juſt exception might bee taken againſt the 
conſtitutions and proceedings ofthar Aſſembly:they 
fore-falted their right of appointing Moderators to 
Presbyrerics at their Synods, becauſe wharſoever 
power was granted tothem was upon affurance, that 
we ſhould have yearly”, or at ſer tithes generall Af 
ſemblies, and that they ſhould be lyable to their try- 
all which was not performed. And therefore Presby- 
teries have rather failled in that they returned not 
ſooner to their former liberty. Beſide this, the ſome- 
time pretendedPrelars deferted the Synods, and ap- 
pointed ſubſtituts , who had not the ſame power to 
appoint Moderators. Many Moderators dimitted 
their office of their own accord, and then the Pres- 
byceries according to the a& of G!aſzowr it ſelf, had 
powerto chooſe their on Moderator. Many Mode- 
rators remained ftill unchanged till the laſt Aſſem- 
bly. But put the cafe the Presbyreries had faulted in 
diſplaceing their Moderators, the Biſhops ys 
or 
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doth it follow that they have fore faulted their liber. 
tie of chooſing Commiſhoners 'to the generall A. 
ſembly. Every tranſgreſſion deſerveth cenſure or re- 
proof, but not deprivation from liberties. 
They alledge next that the Miniiters chooſen Com. 


_miſroners to this Aſſembly had not a lawfull commuſsion 


becauſe the MiniHers did aſſociat to themſelves a raling 
Elder ont of every Parioſh, who being ordinavly the Lord 
of the parioſh or man of greatei# authority in the bounds, 
doth over-rule them both by their authority and number, 
being moe then the Mimifhers of whom [ome being ord;- 
narly abſent, and five or fix , or ſs many of ther 
put on the leit and removed , there remaine but « few 
Miniſters to woice tothe eletHon, the Presbyteries former- 


ly never -omerns. to themſelves lay-elders in elettionof 


Commuſrioners to thegenerall Aſſenbly;dut only for their 
aſ5iſtance in diſcipline and corretbion of manners, calling 
for them at ſuch occaſions as they ſtood in need of thery 
Godly concurrence ; whereas it was txpreſly providedby 
att of Afembly 1 582. that they ſhowldbefewer in number 
then the Ne Likeas theſe 40. yews and upwards they 
have not been called at all to Presbyteries, andby the att 
at Dundie 15 97. whereby it i pretended, that Presbyte. 
ries have authority to ſend theſe lay- Commiſtioners , the 
only att authori\mg Presbyteries to ſend Commiſsioners to 
tbe generall Aſeembly , it doth no way appeare that lay..ct. 
ders had any hand in chooſing of Commuſsioners. Ftis no 


new thing that Noblemen and Barrons have been - 


chooſen Elders. We finde that they have beenElders 
in the Elderſhips of particular congregations ſdon 


after the reformation. It were abſurd to ſee the Nos ]. 


bility and genrric beſt skilled for government _ 
ide 
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fide, and the meaner ſort not ſo well educat and able, 
torule over them. The like may be ſaid for Presby- 
reries. It is a needleſle feare, that they will over-rule 
the Presbyteric by their authority, Miniſters mode- 
rating the meeting, and going before them in reaſon. 
ing and-voicing. Nor can any ſuch thiag be laide to 
theircharge in cleting of Commiſhoners to this laſt 
Aſſembly. They can not overſwey their Miniſters 
by their number,ifthey will not bedeficient to them. 
ſelves. If ſome Miniſters be ordinarly abſent, ſa may 
ſome Elders, and it hath fallen forth ſouſually , and 
doth fo at the ſame time, Thar five or {ix Miniſters 
being put on the leat and removed few will remaine, 
{o five or ſix Elders being removed there will be 
moe Miniſters to choole the elder. But what hinder. 
eth cither the one orthe other to yoiceto the elei- 
on of others (howbcitthey be put on theleits) either 
before, or after their removell. Thenumber of Mini. 
ſters is to be conſidered according to the number of 
the Parioſh's, not according. to their abſence orpre- 
ſence whichis caſuall, and for the molt part there are 
moe Miniſters ina Presbyterie, thencan be of elders, 
takingbut one our of a Parioſh. For in ſome burghes 
there are: two orthree, or foure, or cight Miniſters. 
As for the anſwer to the doubt proponed 41n the 
Aſſembly holdenin «April 158 2. - In-the booke of 
Policic agreed upon after reaſoning and deliberation 
in many Aſſemblies: Irwas concluded there ſhall re. 
ſort fome ,Elders our pfevery paroſhto the Presby- 
teries , which importeththat moethen one our of a 
Paroſh may reſort. Miniſters were ordained to ſubs 
{cribethe book by ads of the Aſſembly 4nno 15 ow 
| an 
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and 1591. Andconſequently after 1582, Next that 


a@ providcth that the proportion bee keeped 1n the |, 


fewer number ; but there was never ſuch a proporti- 
on determined, and till it be determined,it is as good, 
as noa&t, For otherwiſe it ſhould be lefrto the Mini- 
ſters of every Presbyterie, to appoint what number 
they pleaſe. Thirdly,there is more reaſon tor thecon- 
cluſion ofthe book of Policic made before,and ratift- 
cd after that a:that as there is one Miniſter ſent from 
every particular Kirk , ſo there ſhould be likewiſe one 
ruling Elder atthe leaſt ; for one Kirk hath no more 
priviledge than another. Ir was ordained in the gene- 
rall Aſſembly holden at Middleburgh Anno 158 1. that 
every Elderſhip ofthe particular Kirkes ſead tothe 
Claſſes (which wee call the Presbyrteric) a Miniſter 
and an Elder, and from every Claſſes to the Synod, 
two Miniſters and two Elders ; Sorhat the number 
was madecquall, not only inpresbyterics, butin Sy- 
nods alſo. And Bucerws in his book De gubernatione 
eccleſie page 101. faith likewiſe, Thar there is a like 
number of Paſtours and Elders ſent to their provin- 
ciall Synods, Ir is falſe, that the ruling Elders were 
called rothe Presbytcrics only at ſuch occaſions as 
the Miniſters ſtood in need of their godly concur- 
rance, Forit was ordained by the book of Policy,that 
the common Elderſhip, that is the er alnieay (ery 
conſiſt of Paſtours, DoRours, and ruling Elders, 
and ſo they were conſtitute attheir firſteretion. By 
at of that ſameAſſembly. 4pmrir5 82.theMiniſters are 
bound to exhort them toreſort to the Presbyterics 
arall times , but for matters of weight to urge them 
ſtritly, And who doubterh but the cleftion of 
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Commiſſioners to the generall Aſſembly entruſted 
with the common affairs of the whole Kirk, is a mat- 
rer of weight, That the a& made at Dundie Anno 
159 7. is theonly a authorizing Presbyterics to 
ſend Commiſſioners to the generall Aſſembly , is as 
falſe. It hath been the continuall practiſe ofour Kirk 
ſiace the erection of Presbyteries , that Presbyrterics | 
dirct Commiſſioners tothe generall Aﬀembly, In | 
April 1582. We have this diretion. 7t i not thought 
expedient that the Presbyterie be aſtrifted to dirett their 
Moderatour to the Aſſembly , but that they have libertie 
to chooſe ſuch as they ſhall think meeteſt for the comfort of 
the Kirke. Whereby appcareth that order was cſta- 
bliſhed before , that Presbytcries dire their Com- | 
miſſioners.. The a& 1597; then, did nor firſt, or 
only authorize Presbyterics with this power, bur 
only circumſcribed the number : Mecteſt it was 
that Presbyteries ſhould have this power, becauſe 
they were ordinare Afﬀemblics, had their power of 
ordinarie juriſdition,admitting,depoſing, excommu- 
nicating, and therefore had their meetings weekly, 
and were upon all occaſions readie to dire Com- 
miſhoners. Neither isthata& 1597. the only at au- 
thorizing Presbyteries to direct ruling Elders , or as 
they call them Lay-commiſſtoners tothe generall A(- 
ſembly: For ſeeing Presbyreries directed Miniſters in 
Commiſſion, the ruling Elders could be directed by 
none other after the erection of Presbyteries, It was 
ordained in Tune 1563.thatevery Superintendent caulc 
warne the Shyres, Townes, and Paroſh-kirks with- 
in his juriſdiction, to ſend their Commiſſioners to 
the gencrall Aflembly, In 7uly 1568, it was _ 
t:23t 
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that Miniſters and Commiſſioners of Shyres ſhould 
be choſen by the Miniſtersand Gentle-menat the $y- 
nod. After thecreion of Presbyreries , wee finde 
them in the regiſter books of the Aſſemblies to have 
bcen directed from Presbyreries , and ſpecially Anne 
| 1592. Whenthe actof Parliament was made for rarti- 
| fication of the liberties of Afſemblies , Synods, Preſ- 
| byreries, &c. And Iuly 1595. March i595. And 

Anno 15 96. For proote likewiſe {ce in the Presbyte- 

ric books of Edinburgh,gentle-men directed ia Com- 

miſſion with Miniſters Anno 1593. and 1596, Thar 

the ruling Elders had hand in rhe clection of Com- 

miſſioners when they fate in the Presbyreries appear. | 
| cth evidently : For in the Aſſembly holden in uy 
| 1568, Where order was fer down for chooſing of 

Commiſſioners to the generall Aſſembly with po- 
| werto vote,it was ordained,that Miniſters and Com- 
| miſſioners of Shyrs bee choſen at the Synodall 
| convention with conſent of the reſt of the Miniſters 
and Gentle-men, meaning ruling Elders, Aad there- 
fore when the Presbyterics were created, and had 
the power to direct Commiſſioners , Miniſters, and 
Elders, could notbce choſen , but in like manner by 
Miniſters and Elders common conſent. Such like 
when the act 15 97. ordained that every Presbyrcric 
direct no moe Miniſters than three, and but one in 
name of the Barons : It is preſuppoſed , that Presby- 
tcries directed them before , but only defincth the 
number, Irt-cannot bee meant that Miniſters ſhall 
chooſe Miniſters , and the Gentle-men Elders one ia 
name of the Barons, or that Miniſters ſhall chooſe 


both Miaiſtcrs and _— nor wcre it rcaſonble. 
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But it is ſaid of bothalike, thar they ſhall bee direed 
from the Presbyteric, By the booke of Policic the 
ruling Elders office and power, is to hold all ſorts of 
Aſſemblies, Presbyterial,Synodall, nationall, withthc 
Paſtours and Doctours , for eſtabliſhing good order 
and cxccution of diſcipline,ro treat of things concer- 
ning the Kirk,tochooſe a Moderatour with common 
conſent, to ſend forth viſttours for the bounds with- 
in their juriſdiction, in the Presbyteriall meetings, 
to make conſtitutions for decent order in their par- 
ticular Kirks without prejudice of the rules ſet down 
by provinciall or generall Afſemblies , to excommu- 
nicat, to cle& and depoſle eccleſiaſticall oftice-bearers: 
For theſe are granted to Paſtours, DoRours, and El- 
ders conjun&ly; and as Ambroſe writeth upon 1.Tim. 
5. of the Elders in theprimitivetimes , nothing was 
done without them. Ynde & Synazogza & poſtea eccle. 
fta,ſeniores habuit ſine quorum conſulionthil agebatur in ec- 
clefia, If rhey may have an hand in excommunaicati- 
on , ele&tion and depoſition of office. bearers choo- 
ſing the Moderatour, making conſtitutions, eſtabliſh 
good order , and generally to treat ofall things which 
concerne the Kirke, ought they notto havean hand 
in cletion of Commiſhoners to the generall Aſſem- 
bly 2 Nay , rather in this than in any thing cle. For 
Commiſſioners to the generall Aſſembly are intruft. 
ed with the common affairs of the whole Kirk , as 
hath been already ſaid. They are called ruling El- 
ders and governours,not halfe or in part, but whole, 
and doth not the chooſing of Commiſſioners belong 
roruling and government: Miniſters themſelves doc 
not dire Commiſſtoners, bur as rulers, hy 
edge 
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ledge that ruling Elders fate not in Presbyteries theſe 

fourtie years and upwards : But the aſpirers to prela- 
cies began the rent in our Kirke fourtie yeares fince 
and upwards, No wonder then {uppoſe that, with 
many other things wentourt of frame; ſo long as v- 
nitie and integrity continued , they continued. The 
times of divifioncannor preſgribeagainſt thegood or- 

der cſtabliſhed,and yer even afrerthe at r 597. which 
was made in the ycare after diviſion entered , wee 
finde in the Presbyterie books of Edinburgh February 
1600, Commiſhon given to ſome Miniſters and 

gentle-men tothe Aſſembly. And in the Catalogue 

of the Commiſſioners to the Aſſembly holden Anno 
1601. Barons direed from Presbyteries, Ambroſe 

complaineth in the place above-cited, that the con- 
jun government of Elders, which was firſt in the Ie- 
wiſh Kirk, and after in the Chriſtian, was worne out 
of uſe, whither through loughtfulneſſe, or pride 

of thereachers, he cannot tell. Qnod quaneglizentia 

abſoleverit, neſtio; niſi forte dotforum deſidia aut mazis 
ſuperbia, dum ſolt aliqutd videri volant, Thecauſes of 
our Elders forebearing to reſort to the Presbyrerics 
may be diverſe; partly, the pride of ſome Miniſters, 
who would not cacourage and countenance them, 
as they ought , and were directed by the Aſſembly ; 
that governing by themſelves alone, they might ſceme 
ſome.what: partly, the unwillingnefſe of others, 
loath that gentle-men ſhould be made privie to chetri- 
als of their offences, as we have heard there by ſome 
of both ſort, and fear there be fome ar this preſent of 
the ſame diſpoſition; and partly the diviflonand rent, 
which have vexcd this Kirkthele many mes: But 
<cing 
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ſceing there was never an ordinancetoexclud them, 
and there can be no preſcription againſt the word of 
God, whereunto this order is declared to bee conſo- 
nant by act of Aſſembly holden ia 0Fober 1582. And 
the book of policic, the imminentdanger to Religion, 
conſtrained them to take their owne place againe: 
By the way I would demand theſe miniſters, who are 
content they fit with them inthe loweſt and ſuppreme 
judicatorie, the Seſhonand generall Aſſembly, why 
they repine at their aſſociation ia Presbyteries and 
Synods: therecan beno ſufficient reaſon rendered ; It 
was the order ſet downat the concluding the conſtant 
policic, and is the order obſerved in other Kirks. The 
elders excrciſcnor their office fully bur in the presby*« 
terie, where ordinare juriſdiction iscxcrciſed,the po- 
wer of excommunication, depoſition, admiſſion,&c. 

They excepr yer againſt the Ecclcſiaſticall perſons, 
meaning, Miaiſters directed Commiſhoners to this 
Aſſembly, that they may bejuſtly thought unworthie and 
wncapable of commiſ5ion toafree and lawfull A ſcembly for 
their behaviour in times by-paſt. Firſt , for that by their 
ſedicious and railing Sermons and Pamphlets , they have 
wounded the Kings honour, and Soveraizne authoritie, 
and animate his Liezes to rebellion. 
This is imputed to all , but not verified of any of 
the number, nor have they deſigned any perſon in 
particulare. Ir is ſufficient that neither the Presby- 
reries ſending , nor the Aſſembly admitting , doth 
know any ſuch, 

Next , they alledge they are knowne to bee ſuch as 
have been either ſchiſmatically refrattarie , and oppoſit 
ts 200d order ſetled in Kirke or State, or baving pro- 

_ = Lo maſed, 
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miſed , ſub ſcribed, and ſworne obedience to their ordinar, 
have never made conſcience of their oath , or contrar 
to promiſe and practiſe , have reſieled to the contempt of 
Authoritie, and diſturbance of the Kirke , or ſuch as are 
under the cenſure of the Kirke of Ireland , for their diſ- 
obediente toorder , or under cenſures of this Kirk or con- 
veened , at leaſt deſerving to bee conveened beforetheir 
ordinar , or a lawfull generall Aſſembly : for tranſgreſ- 
fions , deſerving deprivation. We know none ſchit- 
matically oppoſir ro good order, unletle they meane 
ſuch as have oppoſed to their encroaching upon the 
libertics of the Kirkzand their ſhameleſle ufurpation. 
An oath ſhould not binde a man to iniquitic or 1m- 
pietie. T he intrants did not underſtand what was the 
eſtabliſhed order, from which wee have declined, 
nor forcſce the intent of the Prelates, to bring in ſo 
many novations in Religion. The oath to the ordinar 
was exacted by vertue of anact of a null and preten- 
ded Aſſembly , and that ordinare was no lawfull or- 
dinare, but an uſurper. Theſe ordinaries havecxacted 
alſo oath and ſubſcription to articles of their ownde- 
viſing, and maintenance of their uſurped authoritie, 
which is a point laid to their charge in their lybell, 
The cenſures inflicted { if there were any ) upon 
three or foure Miniſters, Scots-men , returning from 
Ireland to Scotland, were inflicted for adhering to 
our confeſſion of Faith , which maniteſteth them to 
be faithfull and conſtant members ofthis Kirke, and 
therefore firto voice in her Aſſemblies. They gave 
ſatisfaction tothe Aſſembly by their anſwers to the 
interrogatorics proponed to them, Some of them 
were thruſt out by themſelves , before they wene 
to ireland, As for ſuch as were under ccaſure in 
chis 
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this Kirk , wee know none, but ſuch as were cen- 
ſured by the then pretended Biſhops ia, the court 
of high Commiſhon, a judicatorie creed withour 
conſent of our Kirke, or ofthe Eſtates in Parliament, 
and diſcharged by Proclamation before they were 
choſen Commiſhtoners, This is alſo a point of 
theirlybell , the holding of ſuch courts, and tyran- 
nicall domination 1n the ſame. Nor do we know any 
conveened before the pretended ordinare, for any ot- 
tence which might make them uncapable of commiſ- 
ſton. Ifany deſerved to be conveencd before them, 
or a lawfull generall Aſſembly, they ſhould have 
bcen proceſled before, or waracd to compeare before 
this Aſſembly : ſeeing a full and free Aſſembly was 
indicted. But we know none that hath deſerved tobe | 
conveened for any tranſgrefſion deſerving reproofe, | 
far leſſe deprivation. The tranſgreſſions imputed are 
cither falſly imputed to them, as the uttering of raſh 
and unreverent f{pecches inthcir fermons againſt his 
Majeſtics Councel and their proceedings , reproving 
his Majeſties laws and ordinances, uſing application 
in their ſermons ; not tending to edification, intrud- 
ing themſelves in other mens charges and pulpits 
without calling and authoritic, preſſing the people to 
ſubſcribe their Covenant , orare no tranſgreſſions, as 
to procced againſt Miniſters to the cenſure of ſuſpen- 
ſion or deprivation in their Presbyteries, opponing 
to the ſubſcribing of a Covenant offered by his 
Majeſtie, and allowed by the Councel, or holding 
of conventions, without his Majeſtics knowledge 
and conſent; ſecing the end was for ſupplications 
to his Majeſtic, complaints, and informations, and 
to prevent the great alterations in Religion , which 

wcre 
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were intended, They pretend that in charitiethey 
forebeare to expreſſethe perſonall faults , of which 
too many of theſe who were «direted Commil- 
ſioners ro this Aſſembly are guilty. They have 
learned ro calumniate boldly,upon hope that ſome- 
what will ſtickin mens mindes. This generall impu- 
ration is more uncharitable,then it they had deſigned 
the perſons and cxpreſſed the faults in particular. 
Burt they cannototherwiſe caſe their own viadictive 
ſpirits. In themcanetime the Commiſſions are va- 
lide, ſuppoſeafterward they ſhould provethem to be 
fiich as they alledge: and we will not betoo credu- 
lous, namely when mendeclared infamous docalum- 
niate, They except next againſt laymens deciſive 
voices, It ſtandeth not with reaſon, Scripture nor antiqui- 
tie, ſay they, that laymen ſhould be authorized by CM. 
niſters to have deciſrue voices in 4 generall Aſſemblie, 
That in the att of Dundie 1597. whereby thoſe Elders 
pretend to have this place, there is no warrant expreſſed 
for them to deliberat and determine. So by laymen, 
they meaneour ruling Elders, who arc not meer lay- 
men but office bearers in the Kirk, andarecalledin 
the book of Policie Eccleſtaſticall perſons. Next, ob- 
ſerve,that they except not only againſtthe Aſſembly 
holden laſt ar G/aſzow, butalſo againſtall the Aſſem- 
blies holden fince rhe reformation. For the Elders 
have had power to voice in Afſemblics from the be- 
ginning. And the order of choofing Commiſſioners 
with power to voice was ſet down firſt ans 1568. 
among which arc the Gentlemen Commiſſioners 
from ſhyres. There was no nced thereforeto expreſſe 


the at 1597. which was concluded before 
E anne 
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ano 1568, the 7. chap. ofthe book of Policie, and 
continually praQtiſed fince the reformation. The ge- 
nerall Aſſembly is called in the book of Policie, the 
gcnerall Elderſhip of the Kirk. If their reaſon were 
good, Miniſters have no warrand by thataQ 1597. 
to voice in thegenerall Aſſembly. For there is no ex- 
preſſe mention in that a of Miniſters power todeli- 
berate and determine, The truth is , that aRdoth not 
touch bur preſuppoſerh the power of both, and only 
define. h the number both of the Miniſters and Bar. 
rons to bedireted Commiſhoners from the Presby- 
tcrie to the Aſſembly. So you ſee, they profelle 
plainly, they donot acknowledge any of our former 
Aſlemblies in the pureſttimes, nor any other intime 
ro comeconſtitureafter the like manner, northe nati- 
onall Councels in other reformed Kirks , for lawtull 
Aſſemblies. It is ſufficient for anſwer that this Aﬀſem. 
bly was conſtituteaccording tothe acts ofour Kirk, 
to which they ought to be ſubjeRt if there wereno 
more, this one paſſage in thcir Declinatour deſerveth 
condigne puniſhment to be inflicted upon them, that 
they dare ſo malapertly impunge the eſtabliſhed or- 
der of our Kirk, becauſe they are not able to anſwer 
toan Aſſembly rightly conſtitute. Yet howbeir they 
will norgrant deciſive voiceto lay-men, they allow 
them preſence and affiſtance. So will the PapiſtsyBur 
they will have them to be allowed and authorized by 
the- prince, which condition is not required by the 
Papiſts. They allow that his Majeſtic in perſon or by 
his delegats, may ſee good order keeped, have a cheef 
hand inall deliberations and determinations, and may 
delegat by his ſovcraigne authority ſuch lay-men as 

| he 
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ce pleaſeth to have definitive and deciſive voice, Id. 
without which delegation it is preſumptuous intruſt- * I 
on upon the Paſtorall charge.By the a& r597.which it 
was made by their owne procurement to reſtraine the t 
2rcatnumber of Miniſters direted from Presbyte- 
ries, to oppoſeto their corrupted courſes, it was or- / 
dained that Barons or gentlemen ſhould bee nominat þ 
by the Presbyterie , and not by his Majeſtic, and have | 
hadafter that deciſive voice in Aſſemblies. How ma- f 
ny noblemen and Barons, only called for by thekings 
letter and not delegat as Commiſſioners, have voiced 


| 
at their owne pretended Afﬀemblies, and helped to | / 
carie maters by pluralitic of voices ? But now itap- | | 
peareth that afterthey had ſerved their turae with Fi 
them to ſet them up they were to bide them a duc $19 
hereafter. [i 
Ite foras Laict , non e#F vobis Locus Icy. i 
Yea,theyintreat thekings commiſſioners inthe words il 
utrered by the fathers at the councel ofChalceds. Mitte | 


foras ſaperfiuos.Send forth the ſuperflons. That which 
was ſpokento Clerks,and Monks, who came to trou- 

ble the Councel , becauſe they had imbraced the er- 
rour of Eutyches, they apply to rhe ruling Elders,no- 
blemen , and gentlemen, choſen lawfully CommiC. 
ſioners torhis Aſſembly. For ſuch inſolent and con- 
tumelious ſpeeches , they ought to be ſeverly cen- 
ſured, howbeit there had been no libell given in a- 
oainſt them. Tothe ſame purpolſg they alledge the 
 directiongivenby Pulcheria , the Empreſle to Strate- 
| g2«s Commander or Captaine of Bythinia, rodriveby 
force out of the Councel of Chalcedon , ſuch Monks, 
Clerks, and Ley-men, as did bur peſter the Councel, 
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and ſufter none but ſuch as the Biſhops brought 
with them. This alſo was for avoyding of diſtur. 
bance. Inthe meanetime you ſee that Lay-men not 
appointed by the Prince, but brought by the Biſhops 
were allowed to be preſent at the Councell of Chal. 
ccdon, Bur how agreeth that ſaying of Theodoſixs the 
younger, that it is unlawfull for him, that is not in 
the ranke of the moſt holy Biſhops to meddle with 
Eccleſiaſticall treaties and affaires * It ſeemeth to 
croſle that, which they granted before to his Maje- 
ſtic and his delegats. For how can he or they, if 
this be true, havea chief hand inall deliberations and 
dcterminations, or adccifive voice, Yea by this ſay- 
ing Miniſters, or preaching Presbyters ought not 
to meddle with Eeclcliaſticall affaires, for they are 
not ſer in the rank of Biſhops. This ſaying of Thee. 
doſire is alledged by the Papiſts againſt the definitive 
voices of Emperoursand Princes themſelves. And 
therefore we may conjecture whereuntothcir courſe 
doth tend, notwithſtanding of the faire ſhew they 
made a little before. But as for that ſaying of Theo. 
doſius extant in the Councell of Epheſus, Whittaker de 
concilits proveth it to be forged, quia non habetur in 
antiquis exemplaribus, It is not extant inthe old co- 
pics, and it is falſe in jt ſelf, For he did meddle. 
And howbeit Theodoſius was not preſent himſelf at 
the Councell, yer he ſent Candidianus, who informed 
him of thcir proceedings. Thirdly, the words arc 
not rightly tranſlated , for the words arc nor, the 
order or rank of Biſhops, but, the catalogue of Biſhops: | 
meaning that none ſhould meddle with the affaires 
and queſtions to bee treated in the a 
uch 
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ſuch as were ſent from their Kirks, and were written 
up in the catalogue which their Biſhops brought 
with them. This 1s obſerved by ſunius. For the 
ſame reſpe& which Theodoſius had , Atartinus was 
moved, ſay they, to ſay at the Councell of Chalce- 
don, non eſe ſuumſed Epiſcoporum tantum ſubſcribere, 
that it was not his part, but the Biſhops only to ſub- 
{cribe. How ls they urge him to ſubſcribe, if ic 
belonged only to Biſhops * This famous man 
Martine was an Abbot, or the father of many 
Monks, He refuſed to ſubſcribe, becauſe he favour. 
ed not the cauſe, but the errour of Eutyches another 
Monkiſh father. Alwayes we ſee what Aſſemblics 
they intended to have had, even juſt like the Popiſh; 
Biſhops only having deciſive voices, aad no other 
Aſembly ſhall wee have, it they canatraineto their 
intent, Bur to returne to thepoint. We let them 
underſtand our Aſſemblies are not tobe orderedac. 
cording to the patterne of theſe Monkiſhtimes, The 

ueſtion is , whither they will acknowledge this 

ſſembly to bee conſtitute according to the con- 
ſtiturions and praiſe of our owne Kirke, Bur 
leſt the Reader ſhould conceive an errour to bee 
in this, that Lay-men ſhould have deciſive voice 
in Aſſemblies, wee will by the way ſtay a little 
upon this point, Their argument brought a- 
gainſt it is Bellarmines, but it is naught. For if ir 
bee intruſion upon the paſtorall charge, the Prince 
can nor authorize Lay-men to give deciſive voice 
in Aſſemblies, which they granted before: for 
that were to intrude them into the paſtorall 


charge. And by. the ſunc reaſon neither . lie 
nor 
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nor his delegats can have deciſive voice : but the 
truth is, it is no intruſion into that paſtorall . 
charge, which is proper to the Paſtor, which is ro 
preach the word publickly and miniſter the ſacra- 
ments. Burt this is not the end of meeting in Aſſem- 
blies, bus to root out Herc fies, redreſſeabuſes,and de. 
WV libcrate upon the common affaires , which is not the 
proper charge of Paſtors,but common al{o to others 
endued with knowledge of the Scriptures; or as Do- 
&or Wlets faith,this ofhcetobe performed in Coun- 
cels;is common to the whole Kirk. If to feed be ra. 
ken morelargely,and to openup the trueſenſe of the 
Scripture, or to refute Hereſtes, or mend abuſes be 
to feed , then others then Paſtors may be ſaid to feed 
in that large ſenſe. Miniſters in Aſſemblies donot 
feed as Paſtours, but as delegat from their Kirksthey 
take heed that no corruption in doarinegnor abule in 
manners creep in, Burt that meer lay-men, howbeit 
not ruling Elders or ofhce-bearers in the Kirk, may 
have decifive voice in Councels, providing they be 
enduced with gifts ſufficientand be freely chooſen by 
the Kirks of the bounds, wherethey are reſident, is | 
made eyident by Scripture, reaſon and antiquity. In 
the Councell holden at er»ſalemadt 15, not only the 
Apoſtles and elders, but alſo other brethren had de- 
cifive voice. There was much diſputing v. 7. andthe 
whole multitude keeped filence v. 12. whereby itap- | 
peareth that in thetime of the diſputation many be- 
fide the Apoſtles and Elders ſpake. The Apoſtles, 
Elders and Brethren ſent chooſen men with Paul and | 
Barnabas to Antioch to make known to them what 


was concluded and agreed upon in the Councell \ 
| | 23. and 
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f 23, and 25, Andincommon, the Apoſtl:s, Elders, 
i and Brethren, ſay, It ſeemed good to the holy Gho#t, and | 
tos, which importeth a deciſive voice, Whereupon 
the Cardinall Arelatenſis atthe councell of Baſile, ga- | 
| 


thered that others then Biſhops ſhould have deciſive | 
voices in Councells, unde apparet alios quam Epiſcopos Ib; 
in conciliss habuiſſe vocem decidentem. A Eneas Sylvins 
lib, 1. de concilio Baſileenſi, Butrhetext beareth that 
others beſide the Apoſtles and Elders wrote intheir 
cpiſtle, 1t ſeemeth good to the holy Ghoſt and to us. It 
ſeemeth theſe brethrea were ſuch as diſputed and ih 
reaſoned pro & contra upon the matter in hand” WF Ji 
and placet were the words uſed in giving definitive W 
ſentence in Councels. Next, there is reaſon forit- 
The nationall Councell or generall Aſſembly repre- 
{ſenteth the whole Kirk of the nation in amoſt ſo- ' 
lemne manner. Therefore it ſhould conſiſt of men of i 
all ranks, and not of Clergie men only. Bellarmine | 
compareth generall Councels to a Parliament, But þ 
perſons of all ſorts and ranks, by the perſons repre- | 
ſenting their Eſtate , have voice in the Parliament, 
| Naturall equity requireth thelike to beobſerved in 
nationall Councels. 2uod omnes tangit ab omnibus tra. 
tari & approbars debet , That which concerneth all 
ſhould be handled and approved by all. But matters 
of Faith and manners the ſubje&, whereuponnatio- 
nall Aſſemblies do treat are commonand concerne 

all, the Laitic as well as the Clergie. It is againſt rea- 
ſon that Miniſters ſhould lay a yock upon the people 
{ Without their own conſent and approvation. The 
Scripture is the only ſupreme judge of all contro- 
verlics in rcligion: the Councell doth only interpret 
and 


( 49 ) 
and point out the ſenſeand meaning ofthe Scripture, 
which gift Lay-men may have. Yea the judgement 
of one Lay-man agreeing with the Scripture 15 tobe 
preferred before the judgement of a whole Councell 
contradifting the Scripture, And Gerſon examinat, 
Dottr. Par. 1. layeth, any learned man oughtto op- 
poſeroa whole Councell, if he perceive them toerre 
through malice or ignorance. Paſtors are commons 
ly choſen to fit in Councels , becauſe it is preſumed 
that they have the greateſt skill inEccleſtaſticall mat. 
rers. But it may fall out otherwiſe: for thegitrs of 
knowledgeand ſpirituall wiſedome are not preciſely 
ticd tothem. NgziarFendeteſted the Synods where 
rude and ignorantBiſhops, whereofthere were many 
in his time, did vote. Merito i/lzs Synodos deteftabatar, 
in quibus Epiſcopi ſuffragia ferentes eſsent raſtict , idi- 
ore, Hliterati , nulla ſacrarum literarum ſcientia predi- 
th, nec inrebus ſacrisexercitati , qui utique £quum)udici- 
»m ferre non poſsunt. Spalatenſis, Lib, 7, cap. 3. Num, 
29. Marſilins Patavinus in his Defenſor pacis part. 2, 
cap. 20, taketh Gop to witneſle, thathe knew many 
Prieſts and ſome Prelats who could not ſpeakcon- 
oruous latine: and becauſe the moſt part of the Bi- 
ſhops and Prieſts had ſmall skill inthe Scriptures, he 
wiſheth or adviſeth a generall Councell to be filled 
up with others who werenot Prieſts: generale Conci- 
lium etiam per non Sacerdotes integrari. Sic enim fece- 
runt Apoſtoli cum ſenioribas.Betore Buthers time (carcc 
one Biſhop of athouſand could reade latine, Sibran- 
dus de conciliis P, 44. It were ablurdeto ſendigno- 
rant Paſtors and often times ungodly to a Councell, 
and exclude learned Godly and wiſe-men. _ 
1C 
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The Biſhop of Spalato ſaith, That it i not thetitle of 
4 Biſhop ſhould give him the right of ſuffraze, and if he 
be unfir, his p/acet is ridiculous. /. 7.c, 3. num. 29. In 
his 7. book c. 3 m«m.5. he proveth that Lay-men may 
votein councel,for this reaſon becauſe they may have 
thegift ro expound or open up the meaning of the [ 
Scripture, Paulus etiam Laicos fideles agnovit poſit / 
& ſolere ſacram Secripturam ex dono ſpiritus expti- \|- 
care prophet e duo aut tres, &c: 1. Cor. 4. 29, As for 14 
practiſe in ancient times,notwithſtanding of thepride 14) 
ofthe Clergic and ſuperſtition prevailing , wee have I'6 
proofe ſuſhcient, Theodoretus Biſhop of Cyrus, epiFt. p” 
$1. Required a Councel ,confiſtingnot only of Bi- (f 
ſhops, bur alſo Magiſtrats, and others in dignitie,that [ 
are learned indivine things, and to declare plainly 
what is their judgement. 7ſrdorws Mercator,in his order | 
of celebrating Councels, faith, Deinde ingrediantur & | 
laici quielettione Concily intereſſe meruerunt. Let lay- 
menenter, whoby the choice of the Councel, merite 
to bepreſent. cAarcilins Patavinns , in the chapter 
above-cited , alledged this placefor our ptrpole;and 
addeth, mults mazts igitur literati & in lege divinaperi- 
ti , quanquam non ſacerdotes exiſtant. The decrees of 
the ſecond Councel of orenge.were ſubſcribed by , 
Lay-men of great dignitic , Lates etiam illuitres & 
maznifici viri ſubſcripſerunt, Magd. Cent. 5. cap. 9. 
And 1n the Synod holdenat Cullen, Anno 887. There 
were preſent religious Lay-men, with whoſe conſent 
the decrees of that Councel were promulgat. Arthe 
Councel of Mer holden under Arnulphus were pre- 
ſent many Earles, and other nobles, with other Lay- 
men, fearing God. Inthe beginning of the firſt chap. 
F 


we 
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we have theſe words, Epiſcopi &+ Precbyteri & fideles 
Lalci qui ante nos fuerunt juxta ſatramCancmum anthort. 
tatem [pins inChriſti nomine convenientes juiticiam De; 
ftatuerunt, & idcirco / uis diebus pacem habuerant. 

They tell us that therefore Parhers had peace in their 
dayes, when Lay-men conveencd in Chiſts Name 
with the Clergic, and made righteous decrees, Theſe 
Councels are alledged for our purpoſe by the Biſhop 
of Spalato in the chapterabove-menrioned. The Au- 
thour of the review of the Councel of Trent, a Prench 
Catholick, {;b, r. cap. 8. Mainraineth that from all 
antiquity Lay-mea have had their place in Councels, 

not only to deliberat, but ro determinalſo, & alledge- 
cth for his purpoſenot only aQ. 15, 23, Bur alſo ex. 
amples , ſpecially of councels holden in France and 
Spaine.The French Synod holden An.74.2. hath theſe 
words, By the advice of the Churchmen and Princes of the 
Realme We have ordained,decreed, &c. faich Carloman, 
Duke and Prince of the French Pepin, a French Duke 
and Prince called another Synod ar Soifſons conſiſt. 
ing of Church-menand ſome chief Lay-men of the 
Realme, with whom hec enacted ſome ecclefiaſticall 
lawes, 4#. 744. The councel of Meaux, holden under 
Charles the ſecond, An. 845.maketh mention of ſome 
other councels that conſiſted of clergic and lay-men, 
ſo were Earles & othergodly laym-en, at the councel 
holden at P:#t, arown upon the river of Seyn, Anno 
962.Both Clergic & lay-men flocked in great troups 
to the councel at Tribur in France and at the end of 
that councel, we have theſe words,Th holy ſubſcripti= 
9n w4s confirmed and fairly approved by the reverend pro. 


feſvion and worthie anſwers of the Prieſts , Deacons, and 
Lay-nobilitie, 
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Lay-nobilith, At the famous touncel of Confunee 
were preſent 24. Dukes, 149 Earles , divers delcgar 
from cities and corporations , divers learned Law- 
yers , divers Burgeſſes of Univerſities, Ar the fic(t 
councel of Piſathere were the delegars of Univerſi- 
ties, the Procours of Cities, and ſome Dactours in 
law, tothe number of 400, All of whore ( ſaith the 
apologic of that councel )ireating of points in drvinity, 
when they had depoſed the twa Antipopes that contended 
for the Popedome , andeletted Alexander the fifth, made 
many 200d ordinances in the Kirk of God, $0 at the (c- 
cond councel of Piſe, there were alſo: tlie delegats of 
Univerſities * with ſundrig NoRors inlaw,and other 
men in great aboundance, well skilled in maters both 
divine and humane. Many other Synods oreguncels 
arecited intharcight chapter, whereunto we refer the 
Reader.-As for the Popiſh diſtintion of conſenting 
and defining, or determining;thatLay-men conſemed 
but did nordefine.or determine: the reader may finde 
expreſſions inthe contrarc in the examples above-ci. 
ted, Whittaker proveth that the Biſhops themſelves 
ſubſcribed as conſenting; How ridiculous it is to 
grant them powerto debate upon ordifcuſſeany que- 
tion, and conſent or diflent to the determination , ci- 
ther on the one ſide, or orher,& nottodetermin what 
is that leſſe? Forif the Clexgie men havederermined, 
and the Laymen conſent not ,.their determination is 
fruſtrat.. Right judgement cannot be given , burafrer 
the diſcuſſing of the cauſe, ſaith the Biſhop of Spalato 
in the chapter above.cited. Neither doth he admit 
ſome of the councel to bee judges, and others to bee 


diſputers only, Now ſecing meereLay-men orderly 
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el:ed have had, and oughtto have decifivevoice in 
councels, much more ruling Elders., fecing they are 
choſen out of the laity as fitteſt ro governe: Andit 
the fitteſt bee nor choſen, ir isan abuſe or neglect 
which ſhould be amended, The Elders atthe coun- 
ccl of ſeruſalem were not only preachers, but rulers; 
for the name was common'to both, and both are 
comprehended , where the ſenſe diſtinguiſheth nor; 
If Bilſon Pag. 180. comprehend Deacons under the 
name of Elders ; with greater reaſon may we the ru. 
ling Elders: and ſo doe our Divines , Iunius, Alite- 
dizs , and others diſputing upon this ſubject. Yea, 
Zwinzliws in his Epiſtles, taketh here Elders only fot 
the ruling Elders. Alwayes ſecing the conſtitutions 
of the Elderſhipwas directed from the /ewiſh kirk,the 
Kirk of Teruſulemwas in this, as in many other things, 
4 paternetothe reſt. This digreſſion was .neceſſarie, 
howbcit their acception toucheth not the point in 
ueſtion to wit, Whither this laſt Aſſembly be con- 
Gieme according to the atts; and eſtabliſhed order of 
our Kirk. | 
They alledge, That if the pretended Commiſtoners, 
both Lay and Eccleſiaitick , were' for none other cauſe de- 
clinable , yet ought they to bee declined, becaaſe rhe moſt 
part, if not all the Commiſſioners directed ro tha mecting, 
have precondemmnedepiſcopall government , have condem« 
ned , at leaſt ſuſpended obedience to the atts of the generall 
Aſſembly and Parliament: concerning the five articles of 
Perth., have approved their Couenant , as moſt mece(ſ a 
rie tobee imbraced of all in this Kin;dome., and 19: only 
have given judgement of theſe thivgs before hand , but by 
awoſt ſolemne oathes. bound themſelves to defend ind and 
, t1 ihe 
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to the ſame , as doth appear by their Covenant , petitions, 
poteitations, pamphlets, lybels , and ſermons ; for a judge 
probably ſufpett,may be declined: and of all probabilities 
| the moſt pregnant , is , when thejudge before he come to q 
| judgement, doth give ſentence of the thingsjudged, His | 
thecerill they have declined the Comaiencn as | 


| incompetent judges, now they decline them as ſu. 
ſpe&t:-which is recuſatiojudicis ſuſpetts. 

Suppoſe it weretrue, what is here alledged ofall or 
themolt part, yet can they not bee ſer, foras it was 
anſwered at the Synod of Dort , tothe Arminians, uſ- 
ing thelike exception, that by this reaſon Arrius,Ne- 
#torins , Eutyches , and otherlike Hereticks, could not h 
have been condemned juſtly inthe councels of Nice, 
Epheſins , Chalcedow + becauſe the orthodox teachers 
who had impungned their doctrine before , ſate as 14 
judges upon their dodtrine, Alexander Biſhop of At- \ 
exaudria impugned the hereticall opinion of Arrius þ 
beforethe Councel of Nrce was convocat, and yer iþ 
fate as judgeat the councel of Nice upon Arrias. Did | 
not Cyrillws fit in the Councel of Epheſus upon the 
Neftorians © -howbeit he had impugned their dorine 
before. In Haſsi/4 when ſome d: fended the Ybiqui- 
tars errour , they were condemned in a generall Sy- 
nod by ſuch as had unpugned theirerrours before, | 
notwithſtanding of the ſame exception. It is no aq 
new thing , but accuſtomed in the Kirke of God | 
atall times, that when any crrour did ſpring up, 
faichfall Paſtours did timeouſly oppoſe both by 
word and writ : Iealti ſhould ſpread, and infect the 
wholc body: and yer did nutther forc forefault their 
ri.hy in ziving their voices in the Synods where 

| thele 
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theſe errours were condemned. The Divins of H4ſſ; 
defyed the Ariminiins to give one example ofa law- 
full Synod thatever did thelike. Next, fuppoſethey - 
had all precondemnedepiſcopall government and the 
fivearticles of Perth, they had condemned, bur that 
which was condemaed before by our Kirk,and never 
retreated by any lawfull Synod. Thirdly, theac. 
knowledgemeat of epilcopall government and pra- 
Riſe of the five articles were not abſolutely condem- 
ned by the Covenant. But the acknowledgement of 
the one, and praRtiſe of the other, was ſuſpended till 
che tryall of a freeand lawfull generall Aſſembly, 
whither they werecontrar to the confeſſion of Faith 
and abjured by ir, for the ſarisfaRtion of ſome, who 
in other reſpects did not allow of them ; and being 
found to be abjured by the confeſſion of Faith, as 
they are foundand cleared ro beat the laſt Aſſembly, 
they are bound by oath ro ſtand to the confeſſion of 
Faith in all the points of it. Fourrhly, the Commiſ. 
fioners conveencd, did not judicially condemne be- 
fore, but according to their ſeverall places and ſati- 
ons , they gave warning of the novations entered in, 
which hindered them notto alter their minde, ifthey 
had heard any thing ro convince them of the contrar 
at mecting with others inthe Aſſembly, Theexam. 
ples alledged are to ſmall purpoſe. Our reformers 
proteſted againſt the Councel of Trext , not onlyhbe. 
cauſe Pope Leo the tenth had precondemned Lutheys 
doQrine by his Bull datedthe eight of Zune 1 520, and 
Paul the third his ſucceflor, likewiſe by his Bull dated 
in Auguſt 15 35.but alſo declared the intention of their 
appointing to convocat that councel was to root out 


that 
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chat new ſprung up hereſie. And as it was anſwered to 
the Arminians , that councel was nota free councel, 
The Prelats and other members of that councel were 
ſworne ſlaves to the Pope, and had power to deter- 
mine nothing bue whar pleaſed him toapproveby his 
Nuncioe, Our firſt reformers would notbe acknow- 
| ledged for Doctours of the popith Kirk , and had 
made ſeparation from them before, cAaximus pa- 
triarch of Conſtantinople, retuſedto goeto the councel 
of tntiorh, becauſe he foreſaw he would be conſtrain+ 
ed tothe depoſition of _Hthanafins. Moſiue of Corduba 
tearedlikewile their dererminations:butir is one thing 
to refuſe preſence, where they feare ungodly deter- | 
| minations: another rhing ro decline the authoricie of 
a lawfull councel , when they are cited to an{were a 
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foule {ibell, It becommeth chemto fide with-perſe- þ 
| cutours rather then Hoſfius , with Pope, Leo rather then 1: 
; Luther and other reformers, of whom ſome of them þ 
x have ſpoken difdainfully. Next, there is difference | 


berween an inferiour Synod and the ſupreme, The 
councel of Antioch was not an cecumenicall councel, 


which was the ſupreme. The gr Aſlembly 
( whereunto our Prelates were cited, is withus the ſu- 
T preme : of which more in the an{were to the next 
. ſcion. 

» Next they alledge, That all, if not the greateft part 


of the pretended Conmiſcioners , have declared them- 
ſelves partieto the Arch-biſhops and Biſhops of this Kirk: 
for in that they declined the Biſhops to be their judges as 
their partie , as their declinatours, petitions , declarations, 
and proteſtations doe beare , have they not firaul & ſemel 


Ic &iplo facto , declared themſelves tobe their parties par- 
it ne, 
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tie, thatis the Biſhops * And havenot onlydeclined,but 
perſecuted them , by calumsnies and reproaches , invaded 
their perſons , oppoſed and oppreſied them by unlawfull 
combination: for the ſubſcribing and ſwearing wherof they 
haveby their own authoritie inditted faſts, have by the aid 
of the multitude enteredin the Kirks of worthy men,uſur- 
ped upon their charges , cauſed read the unlawfull Cove- 
nant, threatned or compelled ſome otherwiſe unwilling to 
ſet their hand to it; proceſed, ſuſpended,removed,obedient 
and worthie Minifters by the uſurped authoritie of their 
Table ex Presbyteries, notwithſtanding the defence of de. 
clinator & appellation was uſed by not a few intheir Preſ.. 
byteries intending by this means to diſable them from be. 
ing Commiſ5ioners, and — or indirettly cauſed their 
itipendsto be keeped back by which means not the leaſt part 
of the ſubſcribing Miniſters hands hath been obtained to 
their Covenant, Seeing they have declared themſelves 
partie , it can ſubſiſt with no law or reaſon that the ſame 
perſons ſhall be both parties and Tudges. 

Weanſwer , they declined them as party, when 
they ſupplicated and complained upon them before 
the Lords of ſecret Councel. Was it reaſonthat they 
ſhould judge upon the complainers , or complaints 
made upon themſelves? When they covenanted, 
they ſuſpended only acknowledgement of their au- 
thority, till the tryall of a free generall Aſſembly: 
Calumnies and unjuſt reproaches we deny, None of 
the Commilsioners have hitherrils invaded their per- 
ſons, nor have any of them been invaded by any o- 
ther, ſo farreas we know ; But Maſter David Lynd- 

ſay by Boyes and ſervant women, whea hee was 


come from his new Mattins and evenſong,and as we 
uſe 
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uſeto ſay flegranti crimine. Theirconbination againſt 
them was with reſervation totriall, What fault was 
there in faſting and ſeeking Gods bleſſing to the acti- 
ons were in hands, all tending to reformation? where 
fore ſhould people be hindred from ſtriking Cove- 
nant with God and amongſt themſelves for the de. 
feace of Religion by the refuſall of a perverſe Mini- 
ſter? Theſe worthic Miniſters — ſuſpended, 
or removed were worthily cenſured by their Presby - 
teries for their Arminian,andPopiſh do@rine, vented 
both in privat and publick, to the endangering of 
many ſouls, or for their ſcandalous lives. Were theſe 
men fir to be Commiſſioners tothe generall Aſſem- 
bly. Todecline the Presbyterie as competent judges 
could not be admitted , norto appeall to any bur to 2 


free generall Aſſembly. Theſe men who declinedthe 4 
Presbyteries have declined the Aſſembly , whereby | 
we may ſee upon whatintent chey did decline. That [ 
not the leaſt part of the ſubſcribing Miniſters put to | 


their hand to the Covenane for feare of keeping back 
their ſtipends,is a meercalumnie. Others were poſtpo 
nednot for not ſubſcribing , but for negkRing their 
chargeand wandering fromtheir flocks. Forall then 
that 1s here aledged, the Commiſhoners tothis Al- 
ſembly might lawfully fitas judgesro thecomplaint, 
or lybell you in againſt chem; ſeeing they were 
choſen and authorized by their Presbyrerie3, with 
commiſſion to deliberate and voice inthis Aſſembly, 
Next, they were not judges inany particular or 
proper cauſe of their owne, butin a cauſe con- 
| cerned the whole Kirk, 


Therefore in making the Commiſſioners their par- 
G tie, 
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rie, they makethe whole Kirk of Scorlaydtheir party, 
For they had a free commiſhon from all the Presby. 
reries, according to the order of our Kirk ;to make 
up the repreſenrative ofthe whole body, How ſhall 
diſcipline beexerced, if ſuch asare guilty ſhall rejeR 
Seſſions, Presbyteries and Synods as party? but be- 
cauſe there may be ſome time partiality in inferior 
judicatories, they may beappealed from , bur the ſu- 


' preme judicatory ofthe Kirk, the generall Aſſembly 


cannot bedeclined inacauſe Eccleſtaſticall and com- 
petenrt as party, without making the Kirk of Scotland 
party. The Arminians excepted againſt the Synod 
of Dort, that they were both judge and party, and 
therefore would not ſubmit to their tryall. Our de- 
cliners have borrowedthis buckler from them. Bur 
the anſwer made tothem by the Divines at Dort may 
ſerve for anſwer to ourdecliners; to wir, thatthe Sy- 
nod did not conſiſt of perſons lying under any Ec- 
cleſiaſticall cenſure, that they cannot be called a par- 
tic, unleſſe all the Belgick Kirks from whom the 
Commiſſioners were directed be taken for party, 
Repreſentant enim illis Eccleſias, quarum credentialibus 
initrutti in hac Synodo comparnerunt, And if the Bel. 
zick Kirks be their party, they can not be reputed 
members of their Kirk, but muſt confeſſe they have 
made ſeparation from then, ſay the Divines of Haſ+ 
fia. Therecan be no lawfull exception taken againſt a 


Synod by the members of theſe Kirks which do con- 


ſtirute the Synod. Pars minor pars nova, debent tare 
judicio corports repreſentati per Synodum , lognentens 
mandato, ore , & ex ſenſutotins corporis, lay the Divines 
of Geneve. Conſidcration is to be had of times to 

come 
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come, leaſt that fuch'as are guilty ſhift rhe ordinary i 

judicatories of Presbyrerics and Synods, and a doore 

be opened totheentry of ſects and herefies, ſayrthe | 

Divines of Breme, Intheir own proper and peculiar ! 

cauſe no man can be both party and judge, but in a ; 
a 
| 
{ 
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common and publick cauſe ir may be fay the Di- 
vines of Emden, In a word all the Divines at the 
Synod of Dert agreed upon theſe anſwers. We an- 
{wer in the ſame manner, And the decliners know 
very well that the body of this Kirk which directed 
the Commiſhoners was ſenſible of their uſurpation 
and oppreſſion, 

They make a tragic:.|l outcry, that under pretence | 
of ſummonds, the like whereof was never uſed, nor mm the | 
like manner, againſt the moit haynous malefattor in the 


kingdowe, they have deviſed, forged, invented and pub- ik | 
= a moſt infamous and ſcurrill libell, full of impu- 
ent lies and malicious calumnies, azain# the Archbiſhops | 


and Biſhops of this Kirk, Trucly we hold them the | 
greateſt malefaors among us. As for the lybell, the | 
moſt park may be gathered out of their own declina- 
tour, and is as evidently known to all ſorts of peo- 
ple within the countrey, as thatthey are Biſhops. So 
that it was queſtioned at thelaſt Aſſembly, whither 
it was needfull to lead witneſſes in points aotorious 
and as well known as that the Sun ſhinethat noon- by 
tide, Some perſonall offences were ſo well proven, F 
that Commiſfioners of all ranks were aſhamed of 

their prophaniry and lewdneſſe. Time ſerved notto 

ſtay uponthetriall ofthe reſt, but if they be nor ſilent, 

more will bee verified to their greater ſhame. If they 


had been innocent , no doubt they had compeared 
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and adhearing to their declinatourinſulted:but,how- 
beit none more impudent, they durſt nor facethe Al- 
ſembly. They complaine that the table preſcribed 
in certaine articles the order to be keeped in the cita- 
tion and publick reading of thelybell, accordingrto 
which direCtions the lybell was read in ſundry Kirks, 
and in Edinburgh in all the Kirks, notwithſtanding 
of my Lord Commiſſioners command given to the 
Proveſt and Bailics trorthecontraire. None took up- 
onthem to preſcribe, but only ro adviſc and iaforme 
what courie- ſhould be keeped for citation inthe 
{ureſt and moſt legall manner. Secing we have been 
theſe many years out of uſe of ordinar Aſſemblies, 
the courſe to be keeped could not be found out by c- 
very one till they were informed. Neither werethere 
informations ſent from the meetings at Edinburghto 
any man, to the knowledge of the Aſſembly, but 
wereprivate dirc&ions ſent from hand to hand, Pub- 
lick reading of the lybell was needfull, not to make 
their enormitics known tothe people, for they were 
too well known before, but for the ſureſt way ofci- 
tation, ſecing my Lord Commiſhoner refuſed to take 
any ſurecourſe for citingthem: which if he had done, 
they had notbeen cited in ſo publicka manner. Not 
but rhat they deſerved citation per proclama, to 
be ſummoned by Proclamation, yer that manner 
was notreſolyed upon till other means were thought 
moredifhcile and not ſo ſure. As formy Lord Com- 
miſſioners "diſcharge to rcad the ſummonds inthe 
Kirk of Edinburzh, they were read in ſundry Kirks 
before the diſcharge was preſented to the Magiſtra- 
tes. And what reaſon was thereto ſtay citation of ſo 

haynous 
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haynous offenders to compeare before their ordinary | 
judge: His Majeſty had declared before,that no Sub- | 
je ſhould beexeemed from cenſure, But how ſhall | 
they be cenſured if they be not cited ? Nor did the q 
Commiſſioner offer to take another courſe. So it was 4 
evidently ſeen;their intent was to fruſtrarall citation, 'Þ 
They challenge them for their proceedings in the |; 
citation. Firſt, becauſe they proceeded againſt all chart. þ 
tie, which delighteth not in the diſcovery of mens naked- 
neſſe , backbiteth not with the tongue, much leſſe writeth j 
book againſt a brother. Iuſtice requireth that publick if 
fins berebuked publickly ; they themſelves laboured , 
to fruſtratall other manner of citation. Should uſurp- 
crs oppreſſors, prophane and lewd men paſſe uncen. 
ſured through want of citation. The welfare ofthe 
Kirk ſhould bedearer to us thenthe reputation of ie- 
ducers and undermyners.Sould not the houſe of God 
be _ offilth and dirt? Next, for breaking of order, 
#n breaking the Apoſtles rule and att of Parliament;The a- 
 poſtleiris truedireRteth young Timorhy not to rebuke 
ſharply an Elder, butto intreat him as a Father, mea- 
ning an elder in years , as appeareth by the oppoliti- 
on of young men, - Thedirection is for privat repre- 
henſions, but theſe thar fin publickly or ſcandalouſly 
ſhould be rebuked openly, whether they be elder or 
younger, Thedregs of prophanneſſcare more ſowre 
and ſtinking in old men then in young. Buttney have 
both elder&ypungeramong them. So are thereofthe 
complainers, ſome younger, ſomeelder. Their third 
eſtate is not impugned in all the lybell, howbeir their 
perſons be made lyabell to publick citation and cen- 
ſure, and fo the a of Parliament not violatcd there. 
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by. But of that at we have ſpoken ſufficiently alreg. 
die. Thirdly, for not proceeding according to any law. 
full forme, but ſpecially ag ainſt the order preſcribed by 
atts of the generall Aſſemblies. March 1596. and April 
1592.For the firſt it is nottranſgreſied. For the lybell 
containctly ſpeciall crimes ſufficiently inſtrued and 
notorious,ut nulla tergi verſatione celart poſiunt. Other 
crimes are ſubjoyned wherewith they were ſlande- 
red, which were tobe verified by informations from 
the parts where the ſlander did firſt ariſe: of which 
ſome were proven, the reſt lay over for lake of time, 
wherein if they pleaſe, an other Aſſembly will inſiſt, 
It ſcemeth rather they think the lybell roo ſpeciall, 
Hine ille lachryme. That Aſſembly was a cor- 
rupt Aſſembly and began the rent of our 
Kirk. Yet their ac. beareth no more, but that 
all ſummonds containe a ſpeciall cauſeand crime,and 
that none be ſummond ſ«per inquirend/s. The lybcll 
contained ſpeciall cauſes, and none of them were 
ſummonded ſuper inquirendis, As for theaR 1582, 
ordainingthat in proceſle of deprivation of Miniſters 
there bea lybcllet precept upon fourty dayes warn- 
ing, if they be within the Realme, ſixty, if withour, 
to be directed by the Kirk , and ſuch Commiſſioners 
as cle and admit the perſons complained upon, 
ſummgning them to compeare and anſwer upon the 
complaint, and incaſe of their abſence at the firſt ſum. 


. mohds, the ſecond to be direted uponthe like warn- 


ing, with certification if he faile, the lybell ſhall be 
admitted to probation, and he ſhall be holden pro con; 
feſſo, Thar forme of proceeding was ordained for 
inferiour judicatories which fit at frequent diets, For 

it 
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itis ordained, that ifhe compeare not at the firſt cita. 
tion, he ſhall be ſummoned de novo with certificati- [ 
on, But the generall Aſſembly fitting but once inthe f 
year could not begin andend ſucha proceeding for y 
the ſpace of three year, ifthis order were to be keep- 1 


ed by them. Next, becauſe that direQion is for them 
whoadmit,but the generall Aſſembly doth notadmit 
Miniſters. Yeathe perſons ſummoned were never ad- 

mitted to their great benefices according to the order 
fer down by the Aſſembly. Thirdly, that forme of þ 
ven wa; Avery > wn that the perſon complained 
upon may be out of the Realme or within, but in the 
remoteſt part, and that they can not be cited by pub- 
lick Proclamation to compeare before inferior 


judges. But the decliners were ſummoned by Pro- 4 
clamation inthe moſt eminent Kirks within the king- | 
dome, to compeare before thegenerall Aﬀembly, to : 


that theſe who were within the countrey;or ncer the : 
borders, could not be ignorant of the citation, | 
Fourthly, that forme was for faults inthe office or 
lives of Miniſters deſerving deprivation, this for ci- 
tation of ſuch as uſurped juriſdiAion and tyrannized 
over the whole Kirk, and were banded together in 
one common courſe againſt the eſtabliſhed order and | 
policic of our Kirk. Fifthly, the at it ſelf permitteth '\ 
appellation to the generall Afembly, if atter the de- J 
creit he finde himſelf wronged thereby. Ir iscleare 
then, the at concerneth only citation beſoreinferior 
judicatories, Sixthly , diligence was uſed to publiſh 
the ſummonds, as ſoon as might be after the indi- 
Aion of the Aſſembly, and had been execute ſooner 


if the Commiſſioner had raken another courſe. How- 
ſocvci 


73 
ſocver, there was time ſufficient ; as appeared, in 
that the citation come to their knowledge , both 
thole who were within, and thoſe who were 
without the countrey, Citatio contumaciam jndu- 
cere poteft, ſi ſcientia citations apprehenderit cita. 
tum, atque ita comperiatur malitioſe aut doloſe latitave, 
That the citation come to their kaowledge, as well 
of theſe without asat home, is cleare by ſubſcriving 
the declinatour,and compearance of their procurator 
before the Aſſembly , whereupon inſtruments were 
taken that their compearance did juſtifie the citation, 
The fourth challenge is , of proceeding a74init common 
equity which admitteth ſummonds only by the authority of 
that judge before whom the delinquent us to compeare. But 
ſo it i that the ſummonds were directed by the authority 


_ of pretended Presbyteries for compearance before the ge- 


xerall Afembly, See thcir malapertneſfein calling the 
weekly meetings of Miniſters on Presbyte- 
ries, flghting the order eſtabliſhed with ſo great de- 
liberation by our Kirk,with conſentand concurrence 
of the civill authority, Bur for anſwer to thechal- 
lenge. They know it hath been the continuall practiſe 
of our Kirk , that inferiour judicatories have cited 
delinquents tocompeare before the ſuperior, and ne- 
ceſſare it is ſo todo, becauſe the generall Aſſembly 
ſitteth not frequently, nor may not fit oftner accord- 
ing totheat of Parliament then once in the year, ex- 
Cept prove nata, If every citation _ atthe Aſſem- 
bly for compearance atthe nexr, delinquents might 
perſiſt in their offences and perhaps eſcape all puniſh- 
ment. Andas for the preſearcaſe, there was danger 
in delaying to the citation ofthe Aſſenbly, - 
They 
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They complaine, That reference of the complaint l 
was made by the Presbyteries to the generall A[embly, ' 
t heparties never being ſummoned to compeare before the | 
| Pre«byterie , whereby either in preſence of the partie, or 
| in uf of contumacie, the complaint might bee referred to 4 

the generall Aſſembly. The complaint was made up- | 
on breach of the cautions for the moſt part, and i 
couldnor be well tryed withour the tryall of preten- | 
ded Aſſemblies , whereupon the parties complained 

[ 


upon, would build moſt of cheir defences. There- 

fore the Presbytcrics ref. rred the tryall of rhe com- 

plaint to the geacrall Aſlerably , as the moſt able and 

undoubtedly competent Iudge, without citation be- , 
fore themſelves: and as marters ſtood for the preſent, 
they coulddoe none otherwiſe, wi: hour great diſtur- 

bance aad interruption to bee made by their adhe- ' 
reats, and aſſiſtance of civill power. It was fit the | 
complaiar preſented to the Presbyteries ſhould be re- | 
giſtrat in their books, ſeeing it was the ground of | 
their citation. Suppole there had been ao complainc | 
madeto the Presbyteries , not only ſome,bur all che 
Presbyreries in the Kingdome might have ciredthem 
to compeare before the generall Aſſembly : becauſe 
they pretended they were Paſtours of all the Kirks 
| within their pretended Dyocies, and Moderatours of 
every Presbyterie within the Dyocie, and beſide did 
many things in common to the prejudice of all the 
Kirks of the Realme by their voring in Parliament, 


. fitting and tyrannizing inthe highCommils10n,over- 
1 ] rulingAſſemblics,keeping conventions of their own, 
; and direQing articlesto Court,to the prejudice of the 


Kirk, What ſuppoſe thenthey had been cited not _ 
4 H y 
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lyevery one intheir own pretended Dyocie , but all 
of them in all the Kirks in the Kingdome ? ſecing 
there was a common cauſe , and the perſons com- 
plained upon, were a faction combined to the over- 
throw of the whole Kirk, 

The fifth is, That the proceeding was azainſt all de. 
cencie and refpett due to menin their place , the ſaid Bj- 
ſhops being perſons in dignitie , and ſome of them of his 
f : Majeſties mo# honourable privie Councel , known to be of 
F blameleſſe converſation, to have deſerved well: that tobe 
þ thre reviled and traduced , redoundeth to the reproach of 


the Churchand Eſtate, and Goſpel , whereof they are prea. 
chers. 
So will notorious thieves ſtanding in the pannell 
alledge boldly they are honeſt men. Their digaities 
x are abominations. They are a reproach to the Kirk 
ul and Eſtate: they are aſhamed of the Goſpel, and the 
| « Goſpellaſhamedofrhem. Ifryrants and opprefſours 
| may brag of their deſerts , then may they alſo, that 
| they havedeſerved well. And yet howbcir the pu- 
1 blick citation hath tended ro their diſgrace, the diſ- 
grace was not intended by the citation , bur tryall : 
howbeir diſgrace followed upon the manner of the 
citation , becauſe none other ſufficient meane could 
behad: nay diſgrace and contempt preceeded rheci- 
tation. 

Laſtly , Thry charge the Commiſitoners to the pene- 
yall aſſembly their conſciences , in the ſight of God, as 
they neſt anſwer before his grent and fear full tribunall,if 
they ſuſpeit, or know mot certainly according to the judye. 
ment of charitze , ar whom they thus acouſe tobe free 
pf theſe crimes , where with they were charged. 


A bold 
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A bold and ſhameleſfe our-cry : for the CommiCl. 
fioners are ſo farre from ſuſpectingthem to be free, 
that they rather belceve them to be guiltie of the 
crimes layed to their charge refet#ve, ſome of moe, 
ſome of fewer, and ſome ofthe moſt odfous. Their 
cariage is ſo prophane, men of credit and account arc 
reporters, & ſometime their ownfamiliars,& ſome of 
the offences laid to their charge, are committed in the 
very ſight ofthe people, They ground the charge of 
their conſcience upon this, That haviny lybelled the 
generall , they had toſeck the ſpecification theirof, a ap. 
peareth by their articles , and inſtruttions ſent abroad. 
The moſt and grear offences were notorious and 
common to them all. For other perſonall faults there 
was loud flander, and fama clawmoſiz, For theſe in re. 
ſpe& of legall pracceding, witneſſes behoved to bee 
cited, and inquifitionto be made, which the Aſſem- 
bly ſince hath found ſufficiently proven in ſundrie, 
and would have found more, iftime had ſerved: for 
there was as loud flander for other crimes not yer 
brought injudgement. 

They ask, If «uy muanwill think that the Commiſio- 
mers at this A fiembly , can bejudgein their own cauſe: 
They alledge 4 reaſon ont of the Canon law,that if the Pope 
be at wartance with any man, he owzht not to 08 judge him: 

ſelf , but chooſe arbitratours ; and ſome examples , to wit 
of Ludovicus Bavarus and all the eftates of German'e 
with him, pleading this nullttie againſt the ſentence, and: 
proceeding of Tohn 22. aud his Councel; and of the Arch- 
biſhop of Cullen, who in theyeax 1546. did plead the nul- 
litie of Pope Paul the third his Bull of excommunication, 
becauſe he proteſted ſo [cone 45 a lawfull Conncet was 0 me 
C-4 ea, 


| 
| 
& 
: 


3 to. 


( 860-1 


ed, he would emplead the Pope as partie , being guiltie of 
many things cenſurable inthe Councel, 

Would not any_ man. think our decliners to bc 
grcat Readers, and well verſed in hiſtories ? And yet 
they have borrowed all this ſtuffe out of the review 
of the Councel of Trent, concealing the book and 
chapter trom whence. Wee know , that inferiour 
judges cannot be judges in their own cauſe, And 
therefore Gregorie upon this ground reproved juſtly 
Lanuarins Biſhop , becauſe hee excommunicated a 
nobleman 1ſidorus , for ſome injurie done to hun, 
23. queſt. 4. inter querelcs. And yer cap, Guiti- 
ſarins. Sibverius anathematized Gwiliſarius , becauſe 
hee deſired him to come peaceably to his Palace , 
to deal with him pro eccleſiaſticis quibuſdam diſpo- 
ſatonibus , for things diſponed to the Kirk , bur 
took him captive ,and baniſhed him. And 2. que#. 
7. Si quis erga. If any was to complaine upon a Bi- 
ſhop, he is ordained to deal friendly with himſelf 
before he complaine to the Primart or any other 
judge, or elſe to bee excommunicat. The gloſle 
upon this laſt chapter diſtinguiſheth thus, Ifthe in- 
jurie concerne the Prelate only or ſpecially, he may 
nor excommunicat for that injuric : but if it con- 
cerne the Kirk hee may. And the gloſſe upon diff, 
63. cap. Salonitane, maketh this cleare: If inju- 
ry concerne principally the Prelate, then he muſt 
forbear. Bur the generall Aſſembly is the ſupreme 
judge in cauſes cccleſiaſticall : neither doth the Aſ- 
ſembly judge in their own cauſe, bur Chriſt and his 
Churches, and concerning themſelves, as members 
and perſons repreſenting the colleive bodice, Bur 
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of this wee have treated ſufficiently before. Ir 
maketh nothing forthem then, that if che Pope bee at 
variance withany man he muſt not be judge himlſelt. 
Is there ao more but variance berwixt them , and the 
Aſſembly rand they a party, ſome diftercace ſtanding 
betwixt them and our Kirk, which muſt be taken up 
by arbitrators? intolerable preſumption. Aretheli- 
berties of ChriſtsKingdome, but the ſubje& of ſome 
variance betwixt us and theſe uſurpers ? The gloſle 
meaacth , that the Pope himſelf may not rake mens 
poſleisions or goods upon a light opinion , that they 
belong to the Kirk , till the matter be decided. Non 
debet ipſe eſſe judex & rem occupare. Gloſſe in Can, Con- 
ſuetudo, 16.4. 6. Neither are their examples to the 
purpoſe. Forthe Emperour Ludovicus Pavarus plea- 
ded that nullity againſtthe ſenrence and proceeding 
of 7ohn22.and of his Councel, upon this ground;that 
the ſaid /o/x pretended to have a plenitude of power 
over him and his Empyre,even in temporall matters, 
and didacually con(pire againſt him and the lawes of 
the Empyre, andcauſed himto be purſuedas anene- 
mie, as the Reader may {ce inthe review of the coun- 
cel of Trent, Hermannws Arch-biſhop of Cullen being 
excommunicat by popePas/the third, becauſe he was 
uponthe work of reformation of his Kirks, appealed 
from his ſentence by writ, wherein he ſetteth down 
his reaſons why hce did not acknowledge him as 
judge, becauſe he had been a long time accuſed of 
hereſie and idolatric, Hee appealed from his fen- 
tenceto a lawfull Councel of Germanie , wherein he 
would proſecute his plea againſt him as partic. Our 


decliners make our aationall Councel their partic. 
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Non credo quod a ſententia Concily appelletar 1 quia con- 
cilinm eſt loco ſenatus. 16. queit, tac. eccleſe, habet Sena- 
lums A quorum Senatorumſententia non appellatur ita nec 4 


ſententia Concilts, faith Antonius de Reſellis par. 3.cap. 


21. Thenationall Councel is the ſupreme Senart of 
the Kirk , from which as we may notappeal in a cauſe 

competent, fo we may not caſt or refuſe the ſame. 
They complaine, that the Authours of the late Prote- 
[tation were injwriow to their place and authoritie in the 
Aſcembly becauſe they will grant nelther Primat, _Arch- 
biſhop nor Biſhop woice deliberative,nor deciſive inthe ge- 
nerall Aſſembly unleſſe they be eletted by thePregbyreries, 
TheaRabove-mentioned made Ang 1597. by their 
own procurement,ordained thatMiniſters & Barrons 
ſhould be direfed with commilsion from pregbytcz 
ries. We have had no otheract incefor the choiſe of 
Commiſſionersto the generall Aſſembly, In the A- 
ſ{embly holden at Montroſe anno 1600, when the cau- 
tions were concluded, 1t was ftatute and ordained, that 
none of them that ſhall have wote in Parliament, ſhall 
come as Commiſsioners ta the Generall Aſiembly, or have 
vote in the ſame in any time coming, unleſie he be authe- 
rized with commiſslon from his own Presbyterie to that 
effeff, This a& was not annulled by their own pre. 
tended Aſſembly holden at Glaſgow ; nor ifit had, 
ſhould ir have been of any force: ſeeing it was a null 
and pretended Afﬀembly. As for Councels of old, 
where Primats, Archbiſhops, and Biſhops had place 
and voice, they are not the right paterneto he fol. 
lowed by us ,us we havealready an(wered, Nor yet 
do they make any thing for them. For theſe of old 
were Primats, Archbiſhops , and Biſhops in office 
after 
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after mans invention allowed for the time, We ac- : 
knowledge none ſuch in our Kirk. Their conſecra. | 
tion to the office was without the knowledgeor con- ' 
ſent of our Kirk, and is laid to their charge in the | 
complaint given in againſt them, A knav iſh prat. | 
And yer, forſooth, thc yralk as if they were Primats, | 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops i in office, like thoſe of old. | 
Riſum teneatis amici © But what ſuppoſe they were ac- | 
knowledged tobe ſuch in office? ſhould they diſdaine | 
commiſton from Presbyrteries Paul and Barnavas þ 
were ſent from the brethren at Antioch to the Coun- p 
cell which was holden at Ter#ſalem act. : 5. | 
They alledge, that this doth enforce the nullity of an 
Aſſembly, if the Moderator and Preſident for matters of 
aodtrine _ diſcipline ſhall be neither the Primat, Arch- : 
biſhop nor Biſhop, but who by plurality of Presbyters and | 
Lay. mens voices ſhall be elefted, which happily may be one l 
of the inferior clergie , or a lay. perſow. For this their | 
Prefidentſhip , they alledge canonsof ancient Coun. | 
cels, and cuſtome of old, both in other nations and 
our own not yer reſtrained by any municipalliaw, 
Acts of parliament either of late or of old have not ſer 
down any order for moderation of gencrall Aſſem- 
| , is or nmationall Councels, Nordo wealledegcthe 
of Parliament 1592. rarifying the liberty of ge- 
_ gall Aſſemblies, provinciall Synods, and Presby. 
terics for freeeleion of their Moderators. Yerrhere 
is nothing 1n that aR againſttreeeleftion, or for Prce- 
fi identſhip of Biſhops. We had no Minifters pranats, 
or Biſhops, cirher in ſtile or in ofhce atthar time. Yea 
the power granted before to Biſhops inthar rrouble- - 
ſome year 1584. and ſoon after quite aboliſhed, w: 
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then granted by that a& to Presbyters , as the right 
ſpirituall office-bearers in the Kirk, And as for acts 
of ancient Councels , we paſſe them as no paterns ro 
us, nor pertinent for them. For we have no ſuch Bi- 
ſhops, primats or Metropolitans, as were of old, as 
hath becn already anſwered, And as impertinent it is, 
roalledgethat this preſidentſhipis (o intrinſecally in- 
herent in them as they are Biſhops, that hoc ipſo that 
they are Biſhops, they are Preſidencs of all Aſſem- 
blics of the clergie : As the Chancelour of the king- 
dome hath place in Councell and Scſhon not by any 
act or ſtature, but hoc zpſo thar he is Chancelour, 
For we know no difference berwixt the office of a Bi- 
ſhop and a Presbyter to be made by the word of 
God. Neither do we acknowledge our fourteen for- 
loppen Miniſters for Biſhopsin office, ſo much as by 
the conſtitutions of our Kirk, Yea when we had Su- 
perintendents and Biſhops, yetthe Moderator of the 
generall Aſſembly was freely choſen, -and never a 
Biſhop choſen but once, It was ordained in the 
book of policie chap. 7. that in all Aſſemblies a 
Moderator ſhall bee choſen by common conſent of 
the whole brethren conveened. 
This freedome our Aſſemblics ever had ſince the re- 
formation, till Sporſwod ſomerime pretended primat 
began ro uſurp the place of the Moderator in their 
pretended Aſſembly holden anno 1616. Suppoſe the 
att of Parliament 15 92 did reitraine their authority, yet 
ſay they , the reſtraint is reſtored by att of Parliament 
1606. 4nd 1609. andall atts prejudiciallto their juriſ- 
dittion abrogat.,But that at of Parliament anno 1606, 
concerning the reſtitution of the ſtate of Biſhops can 
not 
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not be underſtood to concerne the ſpirituall office, 
bur only their temporall ſtate, juriſdition, privi- 
ledges and preheminences belonging thereto, For by 
the a of Parliament 1597, when votre in Pailiamenc 
was granted to Miniſters provided to Prelacies, thcir 
office in the ſpirituall policy and government of the i, 
Kirk was remitted ro the Kings Majeſtic to be advi- 1 
ſed, conſulted, and agreed upon by his Majeſtic with ; 
the generall Aſſembly , atſuchrimes as his Majeſtic 
ſhould think expedienttotreat with them thereupon. 
Bur there paſt no agreement before thea&t of Parlia- | 
ment 1606, but rather cautions to reſtraine them | 
fromall preheminence or power inthe ſpirituall po- 
licie and government. And inthea& of Parliament 
1612. which ratified the at of Glaſzow 1610, the re- 
mit of the eftats in the Parliament 1597. was menti- 3 
oned, and it was declared, thar all doubtfull aad con- 
troverted points concerning the juriſdiction, diſci- 
pline, and policie foreſaid, was not determined rill 
that Afſembly holden 1610, How then could the a&t 
of reſtitution anno 1606. be underſtood of reſtituri- 
on to their old papall preheminence and juriſdition 
in the policie and gO_—_ of rhe Kirk ? Next, 
£7 were reſtored toall their old preeminences in 
e ſpirituall juriſdiftion and policie by thea 1606. 
what needed they any Aſſembly afterward to grant 
them ſome preheminence in ordination and jurifdi- | 
ftion? Why ſtepped not the pretended Primat to the {1 
lace of Moderatotſhip at their own pretended AC- 
femblies holden ano 1606. 1608, 1610. without 
eletion? Thirdly, how could the Parliament re- 
ſtore them to any ſpirituall juriſdiftion or prehemi- 
I nence, 
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nence,whonever had itat any time before? For they 
had not been Biſhops in office at any timebefore, that 
they needed reſtitution. Willthey ſay, becauſe they 
had the titles. of the beneficear Biſhoprick, the Par- 
liament might put them in poſſeſſion of the ſpirituall 
juriſdiction, and enter them into the office; rhenthe 
Papiſts may be moved morejuſtly to callthem Parli- 
amentarie Biſhops, then the Engliſh in the begin- 
ning of Queen EliFabeths raigne, who becauſe of 
ſo:ne rites and cuſtomes — at their 1naugurati- 
on, ſought the ratification of the Parliament for ſup- 
ply, as Sanderus de ſchiſmate Anglicanolib. 3. report- 
eth,and therefore were called parliamentary Biſhops. 
Hinc nomen illis impoſitum, ut par liamentarij epiſcopi di. 
cerentur, In their printed Declinatourthey alledges 
little afcer inthe ſame ſection, that they have received 
their authority not from the. Parliament, but from 
Chriſt, from whom they have recerved the ſpirituall 
overſight of the clergie under their charge, Thisclauſe 
is not to be found inthe Declinatour preſented be 
fore the Aﬀembly in writ, butinſteed thereof two 
lines bloted out. Now it ſeemeth they are ſomewhat 
bolder after they have conſulted with their. brethren 
in Enzland, whonow mantainethat their authority is 
not derived from the Prince. But ſuppoſe theepiſco- 
pall authority were inſtitute by Chriſt, which is falle; 
what calling had they tocxerce thatauthority? They 
had none from the Kirk. And if not from the Par- 
liament, then none at all, And yet before they ſaid 
their authority was reſtored to them by a of Par- 
liament 1606. which ſcemeth ro import a contradi- 
ion: And ſuppoſe, from the Parliament, as good as 

not 


ee 


( 67 ) | 


not at all. As for the a& of Parliament r609. con- 

cerning the Commiſſariats, it reacherh no further 

then the former, Their conſent to both theſe aRs | 

in Parliament and ſundry other, is one of the points 

of the complaint given 1n againſt them. Nay they 

procured them, and yet are not aſhamed toalledge 

them, howbeit to ſmall purpoſe, Being deſtitute of 

as of Parliament or Aſſembly , they argue from 

theirpreſidentſhipin Synods, that one of them in ab- 

{ence of the Metropolitan ſhould preſide in the gene- 

rall Aſſembly, rather then one of the inferiour cler- 

gic. It is true, by ana of Aſſembly holdenat GL. | 
ow anno 1610+ thoſe who were ſtiled Biſhops in re- 

ſpe of their benefices , were conſtitute Moderators 

of the dioceſan Synods, and that a& was ratified in 

Parliament «»»# 1612, But that ratification was upon 

ſuppoſition, that the RE was freeand lawfull, 

and was deſirous of that ratification: none of which | 

are they able to make good, Next when we had Bi- | 

ſhops and Superintendents Moderators of Synods, | 

the generall Aſſembly chooſed others then Superin- 

rendents or Biſhops to moderat. By the cautions ar! 

Montroſe it was provided, that the Miniſter voter in) 

Parliament ſhould nor arrogatto himſelf any further 

prcheminence or juriſdiction then any ofthe reſt of 

their brethren,under the paine of deprivation. Where 

it was alledged falſly in the falſified a of that null 

and pretended Aﬀembly holden in December anne 1 

1606. that they ſhould be Moderators of Synods, 

yet tro make men beleeve that they weremoderat and 

ſought nofurther, it was provided in thar ſame falſt- 


fied aft, That the Moderator of the generall Afembly be 
06 choſen 


- > ———_—_— a - 


CE —— 


( 68.) 

choſen by the vaices of the ſaid Aſſembly , certaine leets 
beeing firit nominated and propounded freely , as uſe hath 
been in times by:paſt, So, by their own grant, it fol - 
lowcth not that one of the Biſhops moderating the 
dioceſan Synod ſhould prefidein the generall Al- 
ſembly in abſence of the Metropolitan himſelf, 
whoſe name was not ſo much as heard of inthcir 
own pretended Aſſemblies. 

They anſwer to that whichis alledged againſt the 
office of a Biſhopour of the act of Aſſembly holden 
anno 1580, where it was declared, that it had no 
ground or warrand out of the Scriptures: Firſt , rhat 
if the corruption of the time ſhall be regarded, the autho- 
rity of this Aſſembly might be no leſſe regarded then that 
of Glaſgow 1610, [his is tranſcendent impudencie, 
Were the times corrupt? Were notall the heads of 
the book of diſcipline concluded after free reaſoning 
inmany Aſſemblics preceeding? Was not the electi- 
on of Commiſſioners free ? Was not liberty granted 
to any man that was willing ro oppone ? Was there 
any rent ordiviſionin our Kirk inthoſe times £ Was 
not the ſame a ratified inthe Aſſembly following? 
Was not the confeſſion of Faith ſubſcrived by per- 
ſons of all ranks ſoon after,and Presbyreries erected? 
did not our kirk adhearto that act ſtil after? So,if that 
time was corrupt, the pureſt and beſt times followiag 
were corrupt. Was everthat a& contradicted by any 
other a& ſince that time to this houre? But obſerve, 
whiles without all thame they would empaire the au- 
thority of that Aſſembly, they ſuffer of their own 
accord their own pretended Aſſembly holden at 
Glaſgow 1610. tofallto the ground, Next, they ſay, 

it 
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it ts ordinave for prior atts of Aſſemblies and Parliaments 
to zive place to poitertor, But -wemantaine there was |: 
no act followed to repeale rhe formgr.. If they will 1 
alledge the a& of G/aſzow 1610. Firſt, that Aſſembly | 
15 not to be numbred among the Aſſembtlics of our 
Kirk, and was declared null ar this laſt Aſfembly up. 
on grounds unanſwerable, Next ,that ſame corrupt 
Aſlembly did not derermine or declare the office of a 
Biſhop to have any warrand out ofthe word, nor did 
they reſtore that office as it was brought inby mans 
invention, and uſed of 01d, but only made Synods 
and Presbyteries- obnoxious n ordination, depriva- 
tion, ex communication, and ſome other points, ro 
theſe who were then tiled Biſhops ia reſpe& of their 
benefice, and not Biſhops in othce, yer nat without 
limitations and upon aflurance, that they ſhould-be 
lyableto rhetryall and cenſure ofthe gencraltl Aſlem- 
bly. But they alledge the Aſſembly holden anno 1586, 
where it was found that the name of 4 Biſhop hath a ſpeci- 
all funition annexed to it by the word of: God, that it was 
lawfull to the generall CAfembly ro admit 4 Biſhop pre- 
ſented to a benefice by 1he King withpower to wiſite ad- 
mit and deprive Miniiters, to be CModeratorsof Presby- 
teries, = to be ſubjett only tothe cenſure of the generall 
Aſcembly. Neither was the office of a dioceſan Bi» 
ſhop declared by this Aſſembly to have any ground 
or warrand in the word, or that any might be conſe- 
crat thereafter to ſuchan office invented by man. Yea 1 
that Aſſembly declared in the fixth Seſſion,that there 
are foure ordinare office-bearers ſet down tous in the 
Scriptures, to wit, Paſtors, - Doctors, Elders agd 
Deacons, and that the name of Biſhop oughtnot 2a 
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be taken as it hath been in time of Papiſtrie, but is 
common to all Paſtors. In the tenth and eleventh 
Seſſion , they declare that by the name of Biſhop 
they meane only ſuch a Biſhop, as is deſcribed by the 
Apoſtle. They declare that the name of Biſhop hath 
a ſpeciall charge and funRion annexed to ir by the 
word of God, the ſame that the Paſtor hath. They 
declared then that Biſhop and Paſtor are all one, and 
thata divine or apoſtolicall Biſhop is the Paſtor of x 
particulareflock, and hath not a generall charge over 
a whole diocie. It istruc, they aſſented at that time 
that it was lawfull ro admit a Paſtor, Biſhop or Mini. 
ſer preſented to a benefice by the Kings Majeſtic, 
with power to viſite admit 8c. as ſaid is, But then 
conſider, this Aſſembly was the firſt which was hol- 
den after the deſolation made anno 1584. and 1585. 
and conſiſted not only of none ſubſcribing Miniſters, 
but alſo of many who had ſubſcribed in that houre of 
darkneſſe as Biſhop Adamſon afterward called theſe 
two years of deſolation preceeding: And yer did not 
allow more to him who was admitted to the Biſhop- 
rick then to any other Miniſter to whom they gave 
the like power, and with the ſame reſtrictions which 
were preſcribed to others, and only till further order 
were taken: as that in viſitation of the bounds limited 
to him, he proceed by adviſe of the Synod, and 
ſuch as they ſhall appoint to himz that zn recciving 
preſentations and giving collations he ſhall proceed 
by the advice and voice of the Presbyterie,and cer- 
taine Aſſeſſors to be joyned with him, at the leaſt the 
moſt part of the Presbyterie and Aſſeſſors, till fur. 
ther order may beraken; that if he adinic or —_ 
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without conſent of the moſt part of the Presbyreri 
it ſhall be a ſufficient cauſe of deprivation, and the 
deed ſhall benull. So this power and preheminence 
was not inreſpe& of any Epiſcopall office , but by 
commiſſion from the Aſſembly, as was granted to 0- 
ther Miniſters, and during thetime preſcribed by the 
Aſſembly,and only till further order were taken. And 
* indeed this ſhadow of preheminence granted firſt at a 
conference in Haly-rude-houſe not long before, by 
ſome courting and chief ſubſcribing Miniſters, &&now 
again atthis Aſſembly, endured not long. Forin the 
Aſſembly holden in 1une 1587. the admiſſion of one 
tothe Biſhop-rick of Glaſgow by the brethren of the 
weſt, was declared unlawfull, neither agreeing with 
the word of God nor cuſtome of- rhe Kirk, howbeir 
it was only; to the temporality , and theſe brethren 
were enjoyned with all poſſible diligencero ſee thar 
admiſhon annulled , that ſlander may-be remoyed 
from the Kirk,as they Would. anſwer upon their obec- 
dience. At the ſame Aſſembly Mr. Robert Pont related 
to the Aſſembly,that a preſentationro the Biſhoprick 
of Cathneſse was offered ro him, for ſome loſſe he had 
ſuſtained ;- and-defired the judgement of the Aſſem-. 
bly,ifhe might enjoy the rent with a ſafe conſcience, 
ſeeing he was willing to ſerve at the Kirk of Dornoch, 
and to take the charge of viſitationat the pleaſure and 
diretion of the Aſſembly, Bur in thelerter ſentto 
his Majeſtic the Aﬀembly declared that M*, Robert 
Pont was already a Biſhop according to the doctrine 
of S*, Paul, and worthy of a competent living in that 
regarde,- Bur as for that corrupteſtate or office of 


thoſe who were called Biſhops in former times, they 
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finde-it not agreable with the word of God, and that 
it hath been damned in diverſe Aſſemblies; neither is 
the ſaid MF. Robert willing toaccept the Biſhop-rick 
ia that manner, Inthe ſame Aflembly it was ordain- 
cd, that all Paſtors of whatſoever fort ſhall be ſub- 
jc&ro thetryall and cenſure of their Presbyteries and 
Synods for their life and doQtrinc, as well as of the 
generall Aflemblics;z That ſuch as paſſe degrees in 
{chools ſubſcribe the confcflion of Faith. In the in- 
ſtructions for the Commiſſioners appointed to at- 
rend upon the King and Parliament, they were injoy- 
ned to admit nothing prejudiciall to the diſcipline of 
the Kirk, as it was concluded according to theword 
of God by the. generall Aſſemblies preceeding the 
1584. year , fo faraslay inthcir power, Inthe Par- 
liament holden the moneth of 7#{y following, the 
temporality of benefices was annexed tothecrown, 
andit was thonghrmeet and ex pedient that his High- 
ncfle ſhall have recourſe to his owa patrumonie, that 
is the proper #&at ofthe crown difponed of old tothe 
Clergic and Monaſterics. All and ſundry lands, 
Lordſhips, Barronics , Caſtles, Towres, &c. Pertai- 
ning to Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Abbots, Priors, Pryo- 
reſles or whatſoever. other Prelat wereannexed and 
united to the crown. In the Afſerably: holden anno 
1588. Miniſters were enjoyned todeale with Noble- 
men and Gentlemen for ſubſcribing the confeſſion of | 
Faith, In,a word the ſervants of (God never reſted 
till the wound, which the Kirk hadreceived anne 
1584. and r585. was perfe&tly cured, and not ſo 
much remained as the $skar thereof. Yea that any 
Miniſter ſhould be appointed a vititour at any _ 
where 
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where Presbyteries were conſtitute, was not thoughe 
expedicnt, as was declared by the Aſſembly 1590, 
As for that att of Montroſe , let them anſwer to it, 
ſay they , that have their calling by that Commiſſion, We 
profeſie that we have a lawfull calling, by the elettion of 
the Clergie, who are of thechapter of our Cathedrals , and 
conſecrationof Biſhops , with his Majeſfties conſent and 
approbation , according to the lowable laws and ancient cu- 
tome of this Kingdome and Kirk in ancient times. 
Becauſcthey ſeethey are not able toanſwer for the 
breach of the cautions z concluded with conſtant of * 
his Majeſtie, and the Miniſters aſpiring to Prelacics, 
they profeſle plainly they regard not theſe cautions, 
and that they have nottheir calling by that commiſſ- 
onat Montroſe, The Miniſter commiſſioner to vote 
in Parliament, was tyed by the aft at «Afontroſe , not 
to encroach upon the juriſdiction of the Kirk, but to 
behave himſelf as other Miniſters notvorers in Par- 
liamenr. The plotters for Epiſcopacie coaſented and 
ſeemed willing he ſhould be ſobounded and reſtrain- 
cd, glade of any beginning. Now whea they arrogat 
tothemſelves the power and office ofa dioceſan Bi- 
fhopand are catched inthe ſnare , they refuſe to ſtand 
to that at. So they bewrey that they hadeven then 
a purpoſe to deceive and betray the Kirk of Goo. 
and becauſe they are not ableto anſwer, let them an- 
ſwer, ſay they, that have their calling by that commiſ- 
fron. They laid in the former ſefion, that poſterior 
atts derogat fromthe prior, now they make prior acts to 
derezat from the poſterior. For they profeſſe that they 
have their calling by elz&ion of the chapter and con- 
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' ſomes of ancient times. They can not deny, bur 
| chapters of Cathedrals and eleRion of Biſhops by 
chapters werecondzmacd by our Kirk as Popiſh,and 
c the office of adioceſan Biſhop or conſecration to the 
. office to have been damned and deteſted by our Kirk, 
They cannot {o much as alledgea warrand of any of 
their own pretended Aſſemblies for their election by 
chapters, or this their conſecration, Three of their 
own number went to Exgland after their own preten- 
ded Aſſembly holden at Glaſgow , and withour their 
knowledge orconſent, were conſecrated Biſhops by 
their brethren the Engliſh Biſhops, returned andcon- 
ſecrated the reſt of their fellows. But for thebreach 
of theſe cautions, manner of cleftion, and the uſurp- 
ation of that office by conſecration, that is, for their 
treacherous dealing , they are cited to anfwerbe. 
forethe Afﬀembly, and are worthy of condigne cen- 
ſures and puniſhment, deprivation, note ofinfamie, 
and excommunication, the three puniſhments tobe | 
inflicted reſpefive for tranſgrefing of thecaurions, 
Have they not by their own profeſſion in this ſection | 
contefled ay are guilty ofthe moſt haynous offen- 
ces laide to their charge in the lybell: We paſſe that 
which they adde concerning their homage for their 
temporalites , and acknowledging of the Kings ſu- | 
PIcmacie , 25 not pertinent to the preſent purpoſe, | 
and the complaint taken out of Cyprian, as not be- 
—_—_— uſurpers. 

Laſtly , they conclude, that 2t#5 manifelt by the pre- 
miſſes, how abſurde it ts, and comrarie toall rcaſow and 
prattifſe of the Chriſtian Kirk, that Archbijhaps and $i- 
ſhops ſhall be judged by Preibyters, raugh ewore by a maixced 
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meeting of Presbyters and Laikes eonveening without 
lawfull authority from the Kirk, 

By the Kirk it ſeemeth they meane the Biſhops, 
They cite fome old Councels, declaring and derer- 
mining how and by whom Archbiſhops and Biſhops 
are to be judged. But it is manifeſt by our refurarion 
of the premiſſes, that this Aſſembly conſiſted of 
Commiſſioners both Miniſters and ruling Elders, 
whom they call Zay-men, choſen according to the | 
order of our Kirk, and that meetings of Clergie and | 
Lay-men have been not only in the Apoſtles times, 
butalſo in times of Popery, and that we arenotto be 
directed by the Canons of theſe Councels which 
they cite, but by the eſtabliſhed order and Canons 
of ourown reformed Kirk, which are agreeable with : 
the praiſe of the Apoſtolicall and beſt reformed 
Kirks in our time. Semper petunt principium. They 
take that for granted which 1s denyed. That they are 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops, Ir is not only denyed bur 
| = are ſummoned to anſwer for uſurping ſuch of- 

Ces, 
They pretend, that noxe of them will decline the Luv- 
full tryall of any competent \udicatory in the kingdomee- 
ſpecially of a generall Aſembly lawfully conſtitute, or his 
Majeſties Commiſcioner , or Laicks having authority and 
commiſs1on from ſaveraigne authority. 

They will be ſure to have ſuch ajudge as ſhallac- 
quite them or none at all ; An Aſſembly like to their 
own pretended Aſſemblies. Seeing the whole pack 
of them are complained upon , and for crimes com- 
monto them all , where ſhall we finde other Biſhops 


and Mectropolitans to fit in judgement upon them? 
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it W hat needeth any furtheranſwere, but that it isma- 
[ff nifelt by ſundry paſſages of this their Declinator that 
they will nor, and becauſe guilty, dare not, ſtand to 
the judgement of a general Aſſembly coaſtitut as 
the laſt was according to the ctabliſhed order and 
practiſe of our Kirks and thereforeare juſtly cutoff 
as rottea members from the body. 

After the reaſons of their Declinatorand refuſall 
of the judgement of the Afſembly,they come to their 
proteſts, 

Firft, for the reaſons foreſaid, and for diſcharge of 
their duty to God, to his Kirk, and toour ſacred Sove- 
raigne, leait by their ſilence they betray the Kirks right, 
and their ownconſcignces that they in their own names,and 
in behalf of the kirk of Scotland,are forced to proteſt that 
this Aſſembly be repute, and holden null in law,and that 
n0 Kirk-man F4 Jolde to apeare, aſ5i#, aprove it, And 
therefarethat no letter, petition, ſubſcription, interloqui- 
tor, certification, admonition, or other atF whatſoever ,pro- 
ceeding from the ſaid A fiembly, or any member thereof, 
ſhall be any way prejuaiciall to K+ Religion and confeſsion 
of Faith by att of Parliament eitabliſhed, nor to the Kirk, 
or any member thereof , nor to the juriſdittion, liberties, 
priviledges rents, benefices, poſseſsions of the ſame, atts 
of generall Aſſembly, Councell or Parliament tn favours 
thereof, norto the three Eſtates of the kingdome, or to any 
of them, nor to themſelves or any of them in their perſons 
&r Etats, authority quriſdittion, dignity, rents, benefices; 
reputation and good name, But that all ſuch atts and deed; 
are, and ſhall be repute unjuſt, illezall and null in them- 
ſelwes, with all that hath followed or may follow there- 
Potts : 
I 


©. 
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If their reaſons alledged be found frivolous , as 
they were by the Aſſembly, and are cleared foto be 
by this anſwer, their proteſt is not wortha fig. They 
proteſt in name of the Kirk of Scotland, when as they 
will not acknowledge her Commiſſioners freely 
choſen, nor her Aſſembly conſtitureaccording to the 
eſtabliſhed order,nor any other Aſsembly conl(ticute 
according to the ſaid order, but will havethis Al- 
ſembly,and conſcquentt!y this Kirk,to be their party, 
and yet will proteſt, profeſt as they are, in nameand ! 
behalf of this Kirk. Aﬀrayecd arethey that ſome thing 
ſhould be done prejudiciall to Religion, and the con- 
teſſion of Faith eſtabliſhed by Parliamenc, meaning 
that which is extant in the as of Parliament, bur 
paſſe by the confeſſion ſworn to, and ſubſcribed by 
Subjects of all ranks throughout the whole Realme, J 
and by themſelves. We acknowledge not acts of 
null and pretended Aſsemblies. We interpret not 
every a& of Councell or Parliament procured, or 
aſsented to- by them, or made iftheir favours, to be 
made in favours ofthe Kirk. The Kirk herſelf muſt 
be judge of the fauours beſtowed on her.-ltzheir au. 
thority, juriſdition, dignity, rents, benefices, repu- 
tation, good name &c. Be prejudiciall to the autho.- 
rity, juriſdiction, liberties, and the ſpirituall welfaire 
of the Kirk, good reaſon the eſtate of the Kirk be 
preferred to the eſtate of ſome few fatious men, 

Theremay bethree eftates without the baſtard eſtate 
of Biſhops, Abbots, Pryors erected in time of Po- 3 
piſhdarkneſle. ; 

They proteſt next, if the 4 Sembly call in queſtion, { 
diſcuſie , and condemne things , not only in themſelves 
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larfull and warrandable, but alſo defined «nd determined 
by atts of generall Aſſemblies and Parliaments , and in 
prattiſe accordingly,to the diſgrace and prejudice of the re- 
form:d Religion, authority of the laws and liberties of the 
Kirk and kingdome , weakning his Majeſties authority, 
diſeraceing the profeſsion and practiſe he holdeth in the 
communion of the Kirk where he liveth, and branding of 
reformed Kirks with the foule aſperſion of Idolatry and ſu. 
perſtition: that what ſhall be done in this kinde, may not 
redound to the diſgrace or diſadvantage of the reformed 
Religion, nor be repute a deed of the Kirk of Scotland. 
The Aſſembly hath condemned nothing lawful! 
and warrandably defined and determined before in 
Aſſembly or Parliament and practiſed accordingly, 
they intended not to weaken his Majeſties authority, 
diſgrace his praiſe and profeſhon, orbrand any re- 
formed Kirks with foulc aſperſions, but only to re- 
forme the abuſes and corruptions entred in their own 
Kirk, and to oppoſeto what more was likely to have 
entred with the receiving the Servicebook and book 
of Canons, without relationto any other Kirk. If any 
diſgrace redoundto others, it is but per accidens, and 
it may beretorted, that their Canons, and conſtitu. 
tions are intended for the diſgrace of our Kirk, which 
we donotafhrme. Next, they muſt diſtinguiſh be. 
ewixta free Kirkand a Kirk lying in thraldome. But 
thedecliners would have us to refuſe nothing which 
is received in any other reformed Kirk, if the ſame 
be impoſed, leſt they be diſgraced by our refuſall: 
which were to make up a fine hotch-potch, 
They proteſt, that they embrace and hold the Religi- 
"2 preſently profeſied according to the confeſsion of Faith 
ratified 
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ratified in Parliament 4nno 1567, as the true Religion, 
and deteit all contrary errours. 

But they make no account nor mention of that con- 
feſſion where contrary errous are ſpecified ordefig- 
ned,and it appeareth for no other cauſe, but that they 
perccive the epiſcopall governmentaad other inno- 
vations which they were to introduce to be abjured 
by that confeſſion, which is atacite yeelding to the 
true meaning and ſenſe delivered by the laſt Aſſem- 
bly intheir Declaration. 

T hey proteſt, that the Epiſcapell government is law- 
full and neceſſary, andthat the ſame is not oppoſed for any 
defect or fault in the government or governours, but by 
the malice and craft of the devill envying the ſucceſSe of 
that government theſe many yeares bypaſt. 

It hath been condemned by our Kirk a5 unlawtull 
and hurtfull , yet they dare contradict andproteſt it 
to belawfull and neceſſary. That government which 
is not warranded by the word, and overthroweth 
the joynt government of Paſtors and Elders, 
whichts warranded by the word can not butbe faul- 
tie, If the | 7A be faulty , the governours 
can aot but be faulty in governing. The devill could 
not envy the ſuccefſe of ſo faulty a governmentas 
hath brought in the Antichriſt to fit in the remple of 
God. Suppoſe there were no fault in thegovern- 
ment but that it were lawfull and neceſſary, by what 
meanes have they come by it? Or what moderation 
have they keeped after their uſurping of it ? im#rarurt 


ut Vulpes, regnarunt ut Leaves, But how prove they | 
the ſucceſle of their goverament ro have been ſuchas \ 
the devill could nor butenyy it? | k 
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By the planting of Kirks with able and learned Mini. 
niſters, recovering of the Kirk rents helping of Miniiters 
ſtip ends, preventing jarres betwixt the King and the Kirk 
which in former time did dangerouſly infejt the ſame, keep- 
ing the people in peace and obedience, and ſuppreſing of 
Poprie, which was never at ſo low anebbe as before the 
ſturres, 

They have planted many Kirks with unſufficient 
or ſcandalous Miniſters, or corrupters of Religion 
and perverters of the people. They have recovered 
great rents to themſelves, and would recover the 
rents of the reſt of the Prelacies to build upthe crow- 
neſts again. They have procured by the moyenthey 
had, augmentation of ſtipendsto tie Miniſters to de- 
pendance upon them, or to tie themrotheir far ſti- 
pends , that no alteration in Religion ſhould looſe 
their grip:and yet noKirks worſe provided then ſuch 
as belong to their own benefices they have hindered 
the augmentation of ſtipends to ſuch Miniſters as 
would not dance to their pyping. They have raiſed 
jarres betwixtthe King and the Kirk, andin the Kirk 
it ſelf, that they might obtaine the more caſily their 
intent. But how they keeped peace berwixt the King 
and the people may be ſeen by their inſtructions ſent 
up to court ano 1609, the many threatning letters 
ſent down from court, and proclamations from time 
totime, and moſt of all by their dealing at this pre. 
ſent. It there. were no other to keep the people in 
peace and obedience, there would be little peace or 
obedience in the countrey. Their favour borneto 
Papilſts proceſſed or to be proceſſed, their familiari- 
ty wit}, them more then common, and employment 


of 
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of them may let us ſce, that if Poprie be ſuppreſſed» 4 
it is not ſuppreſled by them, bur by other meanes, 
as the powerfull preaching ofthe word, or the clear- 
ing of controverſies wherewith our Kirk was troub- 
led or by the authority of men in place and credit cin 
the country. But we doubt that Popry is atfolow 
an ebbe, nor will it be ſecn till the light of this pre- 
ſent reformationdiſcover them. Sure weare,to bring 
in Popry peice and peice, was not the meane to ſup- 
preſſe Popric. 
They proteſt, that ſeeing theſe who for ſcrouple of 
conſcience did miſlike the ſervice book , Canons or high 
Commiſion which were apprehended or given forth to be 
the cauſe of the trouble of this Kirk , have now received 
ſatisfattion, and his Majeitie is graciouſly pleaſed to 
forget and forgive all off ences bypaſt in theſe ſturres that 
all the Subjetts may live in peace andlove; laying aſide en- 
vie, hatred and bitterneſſe : and if any refuſe ſo to doe, 
that they bear the blame , and be thought the cauſe of the 
troubles may enſue , and that the ſame be not imputed to 
them or any of them , who deſire nathing more nor to live 
in peace and concord with all men, under his Maje#ties 
obedience, who have committed nothing againit the laws 
of the Kingdome and Kirk , which may give anie juſt 
cauſe of off ence, and who are ſo farre from wiſhing anie 
har me to anie man in his perſon or eſtate , notwithſtanding 
all the injuries and indigmities they have ſuffered, that 
for quenching this preſent combuſtion ;, they could be con- 


tent after clearing their innocencie , not only to lay down 


their biſhoprick at his Majeſties feet , but alſo, if it ſo 

pleaſed God to lay downtheir lives , and become 4 ſacri- 6 

fice for this attonement. ; 
L we f 
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We anſwer, Others for ſcrouple of conſcience 
| miſlike the ſervice book,canons,or highCommiſſion. 
0 But they arenot in the number of theſe who make 
any ſcrouple : How can we who milſlike, like them to 
be Miniſters, farlefſe governours in our Kirk,who do 
3 not miſlike them: what ſatisfation canwe receive by 

the diſcharge ofitheſe books, ſeeing other books more 

corrupt may beimpoled afterwards ,ſceingthe mat- 

| ter is not condemned, but avouched ro be a mean to 
L bear our idolatrie and ſyperſtition , ſeeing they them- 
| ſelves were not taken order with for their corrupt 
diſpoſition, and intend to obtrud them , and to raiſe 
perſecution for them, They may doe in and by the 
Councel, as much as may trouble Miniſters and pro- 
fcſſours , howbeit they fitnot inthe Court of high. 
Commiſsion. The books werebur the inſtrumentall 
cauſe of the' troubles and ſturres, but chey werethe 
principall cauſe, authours and procurers of the trou- 
bles. The fivearticles, which have wrought much 
diſquietneſſethele ewentie years by-paſt, ;were not 
quir, but the practiſe left free whereby diviſion could 
not but bee intertained. Can Religion be ſerled in 
peace, or religion be preſervedin puritie their go- 
vernment continuing £ they would be loath to lay 
down their Biſhopricks at his Majeſtics feer, if they 
werenot confident to take them up again, Yet they 
willnotdoe it, till their innocencie be cleared, that 
is, they will never doe it : for their innocencie will 
never be cleared, If you will beleeve them, they 
could be contenclike 79a to be caſt inthe ſea to pro- 
Cure a calme. They have lived like Salamanders 
inthe fire of combuſtion,and now ona ſudden would 
| quench , 


-” 909 Ow * o 


% 


3 


quench the fire withtheir bloud. Willthey lay down 
buc their Biſhopricks at the feer of the Kirke , as they 
ought todoe , and that will quench the combuſtion: 
Burthey will lay them down only where they arc 
ſure to reccive them againe. 

They proteſt deeply,that they uſe not this declinatour 
and proteſtation out of fear of any guiltineſſe , whereof any 
of them is conſcious to himſelf , but of conſcience of their 
duetie ro God and his Church , being moſt willing everie 
one of themto undergo the moſt lawfull and exa7t triall of 
any competent judicatorie in the Kingdome , or of his Ma- 
JeftiesCommiſcioner foreſaid. But the generall Aſſembly 
cannot be denyedto be the moſt competent judicato- 
ric in the Kingdome. They beſeech my Lord Commiſ5i- 
oner to interceed wi:h his Majeſtie,for appointing a free &r 
lawfull generall Afembly, ſuch as Gods word,the prattiſe 
of the primitive Kirk,and laws of the Kinzdome doth pre. 
ſcribe ,with all convenient ſpeed, that they or any other of 
the Clergie may be heard to anſwer all accuſations , abide 
tryall for clearing of their innocencie, or receiving con- 
digne puniſhment. But it is made cvideat alrcadic, rhat 
they meane by the primitive Kirk, nor the primirive 
that is Apoſtolicall , as appeareth bythe Canons of 
ſome ancient councels , which areno ruleto us. Nor 
can we have any other Biſhops to judge uponthem, 
ſceing we have none bur ſuch as are complained upon 
and ſummoned. The laws of the Kingdome have not 
preſcribed the order and conſtitutionof our generall 
Aſſemblies,nor is it pertinent rothem. All the while 
they requeſt not an Aſſembly to be appointed, as the 
Kirk within this Kingdome hath preſcribed and ob- 
ſerved from time to time:are theſe mento be ſuffered | 
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inthis Kirk , that will not ſubmit themſelves to the 
tryall of the ſupreme judicatoric conſtitute accor- 
ding to the a@ts and conſtitutions of our Kirk? So it is 
not only this, but all other Aſſemblies conſtirute ac- 
cording to the preſcribed order of the Kirk that they 
ſhun. 

They proteſt, That this —_— in reſpect of their 
lawfull abſence, may be received in their own name , and 
in name of the Kirk of Scotland, that ſhall adhere to the 
ſaid proteftation , at the hands of Dotfour Robert Ham- 
miltoun cAinifter at Glasfurde , ro whom they gave 
power and mandat to _ the ſame in or &t the ſaid 
Aſſembly gc. They lay notto the ſaid Aſſembly, 
or with reverence to the ſaid Aﬀembly. The vanity 
of their proteſting in name of the Kirk of Scotland, 
and their adherents we have laide open before. Whar 
cauſe can they pretend for lawfull abſence. ' Some of 


.them were in &/aſgow and Hammiltown , and might 


have preſented their Declinatour and Proteſtation 
themſelves, if their hauty ſpirits would have ſuffered 
them to compeare before Presbyters, ro whom they 
wereterrible informer times. 

Leaſt their deep Proteſtations ſhould make men 
beleeve that they are the moſt innocent men that may 
be, you ſhall have here ſubjoyned good Reader the 
crimes and offences which were laide to their charge, 
and were either ſo notorious that they could notbe 
denyed, or clearly proven before the Aﬀembly. 

After that, ſuch as were aſpired to Prelacies had 
obtained in the generall Aſſembly by the Kings aſh- 
ftance,and not without great oppoſition of the better 
and moſt judicious fort ofthe Minifterie, that _ 

ers 
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ſters might vote in Parliament, it was agreed unto by 
themſelves,that they ſhould benominate and recom» 
mended by the Kirkto his Majeſtie,who ſhould have 
vote in Parliament, and whom his Majeſtic ſhould 
chooſe, they ſhould be admitted by their Synods, 
wherethey werereſident, But they H__ neither 
the recommendation of the general Aſſembly nor ad- 
miſſion by their Synods. As for cautionsto keep him 
that ſhall have vote in Parliament from corruption, 
howbecit they agreed untorthem for the preſent , yet 
afterward theiracions bewrayed, they had no in» 
tent to keep them. They voted in Parliament withs 
out lawfull catry or admiſſion, the Kirk difaſſenting 
and repining, or without inſerting of the cautions, 
which were agreed upon to keep the Miniſters voters 
in Parliament from corruption. Whereas it was pro- 
vided by the cautions that he ſhall not preſumeat any 
time to propone in Parliament, Councell or conven- 
tion any thing in nameof the Kirk, without expreſle 
warrand and direftion of the Kirk, butſuch as he ſhall 
anſwer to be forthe well of the Kirk, under the paine 
of depoſition from his office, nor keep filence, or 
conſent to any thing that may bee prejudiciall to 
the liberty and well of the Kirk , under the ſame 
paine. And yet have they voted and given aſsent 
ro many atts in Parliament prejudiciall to the li- 
bertics of the Kirk, almoſt in every Parliament 
which harh been holden fince they beganto takethe 
place to vote in Parliament, Whereas the Miniſter 
voter was bound at every generall Aſſembly to give 
an account anent the diſcharge of his commiſſion 
fince the Aﬀfembly precceding, and to ſubmichim- | 
ſelf 
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{*|frotheir cenſure, and ſtand to their determination 

withour any appellation, and to ſeck and obtaine ra- 
tification of his doings at the ſaid Aſſembly under 
the paineof infanue and excommunication, yet ſince 
they began to vore in Parliament, the liberty ofhold- 
ing generall Aſſemblies yearly was taken from us, 

and when we had any of their own framing, yetmade 
they no account of their proceedings in Parliament, 

nor ſought ratification of their proceedings in Parli- 

ament, Councell or convention. Whereas he was 
bound to content himſelt with ſo much of the bene- 
fice which ſhall be given him by his Majeſtic as might 
not prejudge any other Miniſter within his beactice 
or without, yet they beſtow waſte the emoluments 
of the Kirk tomamtaine their riotouſeſle and ambiti- 

on, which might ſuſtaine many Paſtors, Whereas he 
was bound not to delapidat his benefice ſer or make 
any diſpoſition thereof without ſpeciall conſent of 
his Majeſtic andthe generall Aſſembly, yerit is found 
thatthey had delapidared their benefices, Whercas he 
was bound by the cautions to attend faithfully upoa 
his own particular flock, and thereanent to be ſubject 
to the tryall and cenſure ofhis own Presbytericand 
Provinciall Aſſembly, asany other Miniſter not bea- 
ring commiſſionto votein Parliament, they have ne« 
gleed all Miniſteriall duty inany particular congre- 
gation, and deſerted their particular ftock. Whereas 
it was provided that in adminiſtration of diſcipline, 
collation of benefices, viſitation and other points of 
Ecclefiaſticall government, he ſhall not uſurp nor ac- 
claime to himſelf any power or juriſdiction farther 
then any of the reſt ofthe brethren, They notwirh- 


ſtanding 
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ſanding have uſurped power and juriſdiRion over 
their brethren of the Miniſtric,&the people in or out 
of the high Commiſſion, toadmir, ſuſpend, deprive, 
fine, confine, Paſtors or Profeſſors at their pleaſure. 
Whereas it was provided that in Presbyreries Pro- 
viacialland generall Aſſemblics,he ſhall behave him- 
ſelt inall things,and be ſubje& ro their ceaſureas any 
otherbrother ofthe Miniſtery ,they notwithſtanding 
over rule Synods and Presbyreries and generall Af- 
ſemblies whea they are convocat. Whereas it was 
ordained that none of theſe thar. ſhall have vote in 
Parliament ſhall come as Commiſhoners to any ge- 
nerall Aſſembly, or have vote ia the ſame in any time 
comming, except he be authorized with commiſſion 
from his own Presbyreric to that efteR, they have 
notwithſtanding taken place in their late pretended 
Aſſemblies, without commiſſion from any Presby- 
terie, and have moderated and over ruled as they 
pleaſed. Whereas there are certaine conſtitutions 
and acts of our Kirk for the right conſtitution of ge- 
nerall Aſſemblies, yet have they holden theſe oe 
Aſſemblies not conſtitute according tothe conſtitu- 
tions of our Kirk, but after their own device, and for 
as to be madeforthe advancement ofthcir courſe, 
which Aſſemblies are found and declared to be null 
in this laſt Aſſembly for ſuch reafons as areexpreſ- 
fed in the as of the laſt Aſſembly now extant in 
print, Whereas the office of adioceſan Biſhophath 
been condemned by our Kirk as having no warrand 
in the word of God, aad never fince hath beenal- 
lowed to this houre ; nonor in their own pretended 


Aſſembly holden at G/zſzow: [hree oftheir number 
Lotwithſtanding 
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notwithſtanding went to England without the dire- 
ion, knowledge or conſent of any Aſſembly , law- 
full or pretended, received conſecration to the office 
ofa Biſhop,returned and conſecrated the reſt of their 
fellows to that office damned by the acts of our Kirk. 
Whereas the court ofhigh Commiſhon was not er- 
rected by conſent of theeſtates or good liking of any 
Aſſembly, yeethey accepted the power ofthar court, 
aad thereby have tyrrannized over Miniſters and 90- 
ther Subje&ts. They have alſo undertaken civill and 
temporall juriſdictions, titles, and digairies, as to 
beare oſhces of eſtate, to ſit in Councell, Excequer, 


Sefſioncoatrare to the as of our Kirk, They relaxe 


excommunicate Papiſts when they pleaſe. They have 
interdyted morning and evening prayers, when they 
thought they were injured by the people. They 
have falsified the acts of their own pretended Synods 
They have viriared interlyned or deleted acts and 
ſentences of Presbyteries, Synods and Aſſemblies, 
Inceſt and Adultery hath fallen forth by their licence 
for privat marriages. They have refuſed to admir 
Miniſters unlefſe they firſt take onthe order of dea- 
cons. They exacted unlawfall oathes ofintrants, and 
thereupon debarredrhe moſt qualified and obtruded 
the moſt ſcandalous upon congregations. They have 
taught Popery and- Arminianiſme, and advanced 
ſuchtothe Miniſterie as were infected with the ſame 
Hereticall and erroneous doctrine. They brought in 
novations in the worſhipof God by a pretended Af- 
ſembly, and now art laſt intends to alter the whole 
frame of Religion, of doctrine with crrour, or wor- 
ſhip with ſuperſticion, or diſcipline with ryrannie by 

the 
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the ſervice book, book of canons, book of ordinati- 
on, without ſo much as the colour of any pretended 
Aſtembly. Beſide they have detained or interverted 
ſowms of money dedicatto pious uſes as colledges & 
relief of captives. Beſide all theſe offences, notorious 
of themſelves, or proven beforethe Alscmblic, the 

+ louſeneſge and prophanity of their lives was made 
known, how they have been given to excelsive drink- 
ing, filthy dancing, prophane fpeaches, open pro- 
phanation, of the Sabbath by their journeys abroad, 
or drinking carding or diccingat home, uſuall play- 
ing at cards and dice, exceſſive gating, contempt of 
all publick ordinancesand family exerciſes, briberie, 
ſimonie, unhoneſt dealing, abuſing of their vaſlals, 
(clandering of the Kirk, and ſtirring upauthority a- 
gainſt the ſubjects with their lies and calumaies, They 
are ſlandered alſo for other groſler crimes, but time 
ſervednot for ſufficient triall. Becauſe they were not 
able to abide the triall: they have declined, and pro- 
tcſted againſt the laſt Aſſembly. For which offence 
only they deſerve excommunication, according to 
thea@ of the generall Aſſembly holden in April 
I 5 82. 

Becauſe they complaine in their declinator, that 
obedicnat and worthy Miniſters have been removed 
from thcir places by the uſurpedauthority ofthe ra- 
ble and Presbyreries, notwithſtanding they hadde- 
cliged and appealed from their judgement, you ſhall 
ſee good Reader what worth was in theſe Miniſters, 
and what juſt reaſon there was for removing ofthem. 

It hath been ſufficientlie proven and made good 
againſt ſome of theſe depoſed Miniſters, to wit, Mr, 

M David 
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1 David Mitchell Miniſter in Edinburgh, M* Alexan. 

; der Gladſtones Miniſter in S*, Andrews,commonlie cal- 

led the Archdean of S*, Andrews, Mr. William Wi- 
ſhart Miniſter at Leeth, Mr, Iohn Crightoun Miniſter at 
Paſley, M*, Thomas Foſter Miniſter at Melroſe, Mr", Ro- 
berts Hammiltouns Miniſters at Leſmahaxo&Glasfurd; 
and others of the1r ſort, that they havctaught points 
of Poperie and Arminianiſme, conditionall ele&ion, 
the power of free-will,reſiſtibility ro cffeRuall grace, 
theextent of Chriſts death and merite to the damned 
in hell as well as to the bleſſed in heaven, Chriſt com- 
ming into the world clauſo virgin utero , auricular 
confeſſion, papall abſolution, That the Pope isnor 
the Antichriſt, Thatthe Kirk of Rome is the truc Kirk, 
That reconciliation with the Kirk of Rome. iscaſie, 

\ Thar the Kirk of Rome erresnot :nfundamentalibus, 

} nordiffercth from reformed Kirks inthe ſame, That 
there is nomore difference berwixr us and them then 
betwixt the green and blew colours of In#tinians 
armie,or that it was amouthfull of moon-ſhine, that 
the formall cauſe of our juſtification ſtandeth in our 
inhercnt righteouſgeſſe, That Chriſts body is pre- 
ſent in the ſacrament circumſcriptive , and change the 
ſacrament of the ſupper into a ſacrifice, the table into 
an altar, and Miniſters into Pricſts, That Gop was 
the cauſe of 1/acks lie for not puniſhing his father A- 
braham, That there was poſſibility ro fulfill the law, 
Thar predeſtination was a doctrine newly hatched in 
hell juſtly to be deleted our of Gods word, That the 
excrements of the Remiſh religion, and Teſuits.lcarn- 
ing was better then the quinteſſence of our Religion, 
alchough it were ſqueeſed in a-limbeck, That abſolure 
active obcdicacc is to be givca to all the command- 
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ments juſtorunjuſt of Princes, That they haverailed 
againſt our reformers and reformation, and affirmed 
that the cheif reformers of our Religion were bur 
deformers, and had thrown out better things then 
they had brought in, diminiſhed rhe neceſſity and 
utiliry of preaching , commended the ſervice book 
and book of canons, and aftrmedthar by the fairh of 
the Kirk of Scotland, divers parts of Gods true wor. 
ſhip were abjured; Thar they have curſed their own 
congregation and threatned ro concurreto their de- 
ſtruction. They have called their people [ckanapes, 
Babbouns, perjured Bitches, madde Dogges, and that 
it were more lawfull to pray for ſuch as had lyen 
500. yearsinhellthen for them. Thatthey neglected 
the exerciſe of diſcipline, hindered the delating or 
puniſhment of offenders, baptized children of noro- 
rious Papiſts, defrauded the poore of their right and 
mantenance allowed unto them, received bribes for 
ſaving ſcandalousperſons from publick cenſure, ba- 
ptized children in their beds withour prayer before 
or after, interverted and applyed to their own uſe 
moneys collected for relicf of ſome Miniſters inthe 
Palatinat or ſome captives under the Turk. That they 
deſertedtheir locks, prophaned the Sabbath-day by 
all forts of looſe carriage, That they were given to 
drinking , prophane ſpeaches and paſtimes , ſwear- 
ing, fighting, brawling with their Pariſhoners, 
that ſome of them went fo drunke to the Pulper, 
that they forgote their Text: That ſome of them 
ſwore, they would rather renounce God , than 
bee Puritans ; They judged the authour of the pra- 
iſe of picty to be damaed in hell, becauſeby his 
book hc had made many Puritane Ladies, That when 

M 2 they 
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they were delated for ſuch oftences, they contemned 
if the authority of the Presbyreries, relying upon the 
'N favour of the Prelats, and have declined this laſt 
\*Þ | Afeembly, 

Becauſe in their Declinatour they alledge that too 
many of the Commiſhoners members of the laſt 
Aſſembly are guiltie of many pcrſonall faults and 
enormities , Which jn chariry they forebeare to ex- 
preſſe in this their Declinatour, you have here ſub- 
joyned good Reader, a Catalogue of the Commiſ. 

" fioners members of the laſt Aſſembly whereby you 
may perceive how frequent the Aﬀfembly was, and 
of what ſort of perfons it didconſiſt. We havenotread 
nor remembred a more*ſfolemne Aſſembly of our 
Kirk fince the entry of Chriſtian Religion , let be 
ſince the reformation, nor moc more ableto cleare 
themſelves of any faults or cnormitics can be laide 
to their charge. 


Commiſſoners 
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Commiſsioner for the Kings 
MaizgsTIE. 


Fames Marques of Hamiltoun, 


Commiſſioners from the Presbyteries of Scotland, 
both of the Miniſtrie,and of the ruling Elders,and 
of Burgeſſes, as they are within the Presbyrerics, 


Presbyterie of Dunce, 


Aiſter eAlexander Ca" ſe | 


miniſter at Polwart, 
A. Iohn Hume Min.atEccles. 
HM. Thomas Sumtoun min, at 
Saint Borthanes, 
Sir David Hume of Werder: 
burne Knight Elder, 
Presb, of Chirnſide. 
AM. George Roul mmiſte! at 
Mordingtoun, 
CM, Thomas Ramſay min. 
at Foldown, 


| M, Robert Cunninghame min, 


at Hawick , 
Sir William Dowglas of Ca- 
vers Elder, 
Robert Simpſon burgeſſe of 
ledburgh, 
Presb, of Aſsiltoun, 


CM, lohn Matland min, at 


CM, Walter Swintonun min, | 


at Swintoun, 
lames Earle of Hume Elder, 
Presb. of Kelſo, 
AM, Richard Sympſon min, at 
Sprouſtoun, 
MM, VVilliam Penman min, 
at CMorbuck, 
Andrew Ker of Lintow: Elaer, 
Presb. of Iedburgh, 
AM, Robert B rounley min, at 
Kirktown, 
eM. lames Wilkie minifter at 
Crelwg, 


| 


—— 


Glenkirk, 

M, Harie Cockburne min, at 
Gungilkirk, 

Tohn Lord Cranſtoun Elder, 

AM. Alexanaer Hume Bailzie 
burgeſſe of Lawder, 
Presb.,ot Mclroſle or 

Selkuke, 

M. William Tameſon min, at 
Langnewtoun, 

AM, Rders MAfartin min, at 
the new-kirk of Ettric &. 
CAL. lohn Knox min, at Bow- 

donn, 
Sir lohn Ker of Cavers Elder. 
Presb. of Dumbar, 
HM. Patrick Hammilioun min, 
at Innerweek. 


CM, lohn Lawder min, 4t 


Tuniighame, 
My þ11 
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At. Tohn Dalyel min, at Pres | Thomas Paterſon burgeſſe of 


frown Kirk. Edinburgh, 
Sir Patrick, Hepburn of Waghs MM lobn Adamſon Principall 
toun Knight Elder, of the Univerſuty of Edin« 
George Purves buigeſſe of burgh, 
Dumbarre, Presb, of Lialickgow. 
CM, Patrick Hume burgeſſe M, Richard Dickson miniſter 
of Northberwick, | at Kineill, 
Presb.ot Hadingroun, | M. Anarew Keir miniſter at 
eM, lohn Ker mmiſter at Carrin, 
Salt -preitoun, M, lames Symſon miniſter at 
AM. lames Fleeming miniiter Bathgate, 
at Lathans, George "Dundas of that ilk 
AM, lohn Oſwald miniſter at Elder, 
Pencaitland. lames Glen Proveſt of Linlith- 
Tohn Lord Hay of Teſter Els gow. 
der, Presb. of Sterling, 
AM. George Gray common M. lames Edmiſtoun miſter 
Clerkburgeſſe of Hadington, at Saint Ninians. 
Presb. of Dalkeith, | Ms VVilliam Inftice minifter 
HM. Iames Porteors mimitter | at Gargunnock, 
at Leſſwade, M. Edward VVright miniſter 
MM James Robertſon miniſter at Clackmannan. 
at (ranſtoun, Sir William Murray of T onghs 
24, Olivhar Colt miniſter at | adame Elder. 
Innereshs Thomas Bruce Proveſt of Stir- 
William Earle of Leuthian El- lmg, 
der, Presb. of Peebles. 
Presb.of Fainburgh, | M, John Bennet minifter at 
M., Andrew Ramſay miniſter | Kirkurde, 
in Edinburgh, M, Kobert Levwgſtonn min, 
2M. Harie Rollock, miniſter in at Shirling. 
in Edinburgh. M. Hew Ker mivifter at Tras 
M. #billiam Colvins miniiter | Fuares 
at (rachmount, ; James VV illiam ſort Proveit of 
Tohn Lord of Balmerino Elder. | Peebles, 


Iames Cochran D can of Gild Presb. of Middlebiec, 
M. Simeon Johnſtown miniſter 


yp Edinbin gh, 
F : 


———_— TT”. 


(99-3 


at eAnnan. 
M, John Hammiltown minis 
fter at Waſters. 
lames Lord lobnſtoun Elder, 
Presb. of Lochmabans 
M. Robert Henderſon miniſter 
at Lochmaban 
M. David Roger miniſter at 
Undergarth, 
lames Dowglaſſe of Monſell 
Elders 
Presb, of Penpont, 
M, George Cleland miniſter at 
Dauriſacir, 
M.Samwuell Auſtine miniſier at 
Penport, 
Wilkam Ferguſon of Craigdas 
rot & lder. 
Presb, of Drumfreis, 
M.ilames Hammiltoun mini: 
fter at Drumfreis, 
M. VYiliam Makjore mini. 
fter at Carlaveroch, 
Me eAlexander Tran miniſter 


at Lochroytoun, 


VVilliam Glendinning Proveſt 
of Kirkgubright, 

Robert Gordoun of Knokbrox 
burgeſſe of new-Galloway, 
Presb, of Wigtoun, 

M, Andrew Anderſon minis 
fter ar Kirkinver, 

M. eAndrew Lawder miniſter 
at whitherne, 

Andrew Agnew of Lochnaw 
' Elder, 

Alexander Mak ghie burgeſſe 
of VVigtonn, 

Preab. of Stranrawer. 

M. John Leving ſtow! miniſter 
at Stranrawer. 

M+ James Blair mini(ter at 
Portmontgomerie, 


| M, Alexander Tarnbull minis 
fter at Kirmaden, 

| Robert Adair of Kmbilt Els 
ar. 


| James Glover Clerk of Strans 


rawer, 


| 
| Presb, of Air. 


Tohn Charterizs younger of Ems | M. James Bonar munifter at 


piifield Elder. 


AMayboll, 


Tohnu os late Proveit f M, lobn Ferguſhill minijter at 


Drumfreis. 
Presb. of Kircubright, 
M. Sammuell Rutherford mini- 
fer at Anweth, 
M. V/ilkam Dalgliſh miniſter 
at Kirkmabright, 
M. John Makleland mmiſter 
at Krrkendbright, 
Alexander Gordoun of Earl- 
ſtown Elder, 


Uchiltrie. 
| M. Robert Blair miniſter as 

An, 

lohn Earle of Caſiils El. 
der. 

lobn Stewart late Proveit of 
Air. 
Presb, of Irwing. 


M, Rober Bailie mittiifer at 


K uwmning M " 
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2M. William Ruſſel miniſter at 
Kilwinning, 

AM, David Dickson miniſter 
at Irwing, 

Tohn Lerd Lowdown Elder, 

CAL. Robert Barclay Proveſt 
of Irwing. 

CAlatthew Sperſe Proveit of 
Royſay. 

Presb, of Argyle. 

AM, Donald Makilvorie min. 
at Inraray. | 

M, Nicol Makgalman min, 
as Kilmow, 

AM. lames Campbell miniſter 


3 


at Kilſman, 
eArchbald Campbell of Ki! 
munu Elder. 
Presb, of Dumbartane. 
M, David Elphinſtoun min.at 
Dunbartan, 


M. Robert Watſon miniſter at 


{ ardroſſe, 
Me. lobn Stirling miniſter at 


Badernock, 
alter Mackalley of Ardin- 
capill Elder, 
Tobn Sempell Proveſt of Dums 
bartan, 
Presb, of Paſlay. 
2M, William Bricbane miniſter 
at Erikine, 
M, Tohn Hammiltoun miniſt. 
at [nnerkip. 
MH. Matthew Brizbane miniſter 
at Killellan, 
John Brisban of Biſhoptown El, 
lobn Spreull burgeſſe of Rane 


frow, 


| 


Presb, of Glaſgow, 
M, lobn Bellelder minifter at 
Glaſgow, 
M, Zacharie Boya minifter at 
the Barrory Kirk thereof. 
M. lames Sha'pe minifter at 
Goven, 
TheEarle of Eglmgtoun Elder, 
Patrick Bell Proveit of Glaſ 
gow, 
David Spence(lerkof Ruther - 
lane, 
Prcesb., of Hammiltoun, 
M. Patrick Hammiltoun mi- 
niſter at Cambuſlang, 
M, lames lohnſtoun miniſter 
at Stenhouſe, 
M. lchn Heriot miniſter at 
Blantyre. 
VVilliam Bailzie of Carphin 
Elder, 
Presb, of Lanerk. 
M, VVilliam Livingſtown mis 
uifter at Lanerk. 
M, Alexander Somervell mi- 
miſter at Danlfingronn, 
M, Richard Ingles mmiſter at 
VVeſtoun, 
Sir VVilliam Bailzte of Lame 
mintown Elder. 
Gideon lack Bailzie of La- 
nerk., 
Presb. of $. Andrews, 
M, Alexarder Henderſon mis 
niſter at Luchers, 
M. eAndrew Anchinleck, mis 
niſter at Lergo, 
M. James Bruce miniſter at 
Kingibarnes, {obn 
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Fobn Lord Sinclar Eder. 

Tames Sword burgeſſe of Saint 
Andrews, 

Ninian Hamiltown burgeſſe 
of Caraill, 

Thomas Symſen town-Clerk 
of Kilrinwic . 

VVilliam Hamiltoun burgeſſe 
of Anſtruther eaſter. 
Tohn Tullows Clerk of Anſtru- 

ther weſter. * 
James Airth Clerk of Pittens 
Weeme. 
Presb, of Couper, 
M., David Dalgleiſh miniſter 
at (owper, 
M, lohu Moncreiffe miniſter 
at Colleſzie. 
M. VV alter Buchaxnan minis 
Her at Seres, 

John Lord Lindſay Elder. 
George lameſon merchand 
burgeſſe of Comper, 
Presb, of Kirkaldie, 

M. Robert Dowglaſſe miniſter 
at Kirkaldie. 
M, Frederik ({ armichacll mi- 
niſter at Kennoway, 
M, Robert (ranftoun miniiler 
at Scoonie, 
_ Earle of Rothes Elder, 
obn VVilliamſon burgeſſe © 
K arms ah 
D avid Symſon of Monturpie 
burgeſſe of Dyſart, 
M, Robert Cunyghame bur? 
geſſe of Kinghorne, 


George Gairdine burgeſſe of | 


Ernniiland, 


Presb. of Damfermline, 
M, 1lohbn Row min.at Carntih, 
M. John Duncan miniſter at 

Culroſſe, 
eM, lames Sibbald miniſter 
at Torrie. 
Robert Lord Burley Elder, 
[ames Kerd Proveſt of Dam- 
fermling, 
Gubert Gourley Bailie of Cut+ 
roſſe, 
lohn Bardie Burgeſſe of [ves - 
kethin, 
Presb.of Dumblanc, 
M, Harie Livinſtoun mini! 
ſter at Kipping, 
M. eAndrew Kmd miniiter at 
Tullicutrie, 
M. William Edmiſtoun mini- 
Her at Kilmadock. 
Sir George Stirling of Kew 
Knight Elder, 
Presb. of Auchterardour, 
CH, George Muſchet mini- 
fter at Doning, 
CM, lames Kow miniſter as 
Aſuthill. 
CM. lokn Grahame miniiler 
at Anuchtcrardour. 
Tames Earle of Montroſe Eld. 
Presb, of Perth. 
A. Ribert Murray mini/{er 
at CMethvien, 
M. Iohn Robertſon minifler as 
Perth, 
AM. Alexarder Petrumini/icr 
at Kind, 
Tohn Earle of Weewes Elder. 
N {boms 
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Thimas Durbante Dean of 
Gild in Perth, 
Presb, of Dunkeld, 

M. V/illlam CMenyies win, 
at Kenmure, 

M. lohn Anderſon miniſt er at 

argill, 

Anngo Campbell fear of Laws | 
ers, Elder. » 
Presb, of Megg1ll; 

M. George Symmer miniſter 

at Aeggill, 

M. George Halybur town mis 

nifter at Glenylla, 


| 


EY 


| Ms Andriw Mall minifler at 
Fertereſſs, 

M, Alexander Symon mini. 

F oy at Conveth, 

ir Gulbert Rawſa 0 A 

mam Elder, 6 toqe 
Pres b. of Aberdene. 

AL. David Lyndeſay miniſter 
at Balbelvie, 


| AM, William Guild miniſter az 


eAberdene, 
lamestSkien of that iih Elder, 
HM. lohn Lundie Humaniſt foy 
the Univerſitie of Aberd, 
Presb. of Deir, 


Tames Lord Comper Elder, 
Presb, of Dundie. 

At. Andrew Wood minifter 4 t 
Monyfooth. 


DM, lohn Robertſon miniſter | 
| M. eAlexander Martine min 


at Achterhonſe. 


David Grahame of Fentrie E. | 


{ames Fletcherprov.of Daundie 
Presb. of Forfar, 


M, John Lirdeſay miniſter at | 


eAberlemmo. 
M, Silveſter Lammy miniſter 
at Glamers. 
M, Alexander Kymninmonnt 
miniſter at Killimwure, 
Tames Lyon of eAldbarre Eld, 
David Hwnter Proveſt of Fore | 
far, 
Tohn Gratame Baitie of Mont 
role 
Robert Demſter Bailie of Bre- 
chen. 


Pres b, of Merns. 


: 
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M, Andrew Cant miſter at 
Puſligo, 

M. James Martine miniſ/er at 
Peterhead, 


miter at Deit, 
Alexander Fraſer of Fillerth 
| Elder, 
| Presb. of Anfurd, 
| M. /obn Toning min, at Keig, 
' MM. lobn RK idfurd miniſter at 
| Ki: betrach, 
M. eAndrew Strachan minis 
iter at Tillme/1h, 
Michaell Elphinſtoun of 
Balabeg Elder, 
Presb. of Turref. 
M. Thomas Michell mini/ter at 
Tuwrreffe, 
Milam Dowglaſſe mini//cr 
at Forg, 
M. Geo. Sharpe min. at Fyvie, 
Walter Barclay of Towie Ed, 


bor 


M. Lames Sibbald miniſter at 
Benholme, 


Pres by 
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" Presb. of Kinkairne, 
M.eAlexander Robertſon mis 
niſter at Clunie, 
Presb. of Garioch, 
M, VVilliam Wedderbuts mi- 
niſter «t Bathelnie. 
Andrew Bard burges of Bamfe 
Presb, of Forreſle. 
M. William Falconer miniſter 
at Dykas 
M, lob»: Hay min, at Taffert, 
M. David Dumbar min:/ter 
at Edinkaylly. 
William Roſſe of Clava Elder, 
M. {ohn Dumbar Bailie of 
Forreſſe. 
Presb, of Innerneſſe, 
MN. lohn Howiſtown miniſter at 
VVartlaw, 
M. Patrick Dumbar miniſter 
at Darriz, 
Tames Fraſer of Bray Flaer, 
Robert Bailie Bailie of Inners 
neſſe, 
Presb. of Tain, 
M, Gilbert Murray miniſter at 
Tain, 


| 
| 


nether Taine, 

Sir Iohn Mackemzie of Tar- 

bet Elder. 

M, Thomas Mackenlloch Baie 

lie of Taine, 
Presb, of Diogwall, 

M. David Monro miſter at 

Kiltairne, 

M. Murdoch Mackeinyie mis 

niſter at ( ontame, 

Tohn Monro of Lumlair Eld, 
Presb, of Dornoch in Sus 
therland, 

M., Alexander Monro minis 

fter at Gofpie, 

M rhiam Gray min at ( lyne. 

George Gordon brother 10 the 

Earle of Sutherland Eld, 
Presb,of T.urſo in Caithnes 
M. George Leſly miniſter as 

Bower, 

M. lohn Smairt, 

Tohn Murray of Pen-land Eld, 

pres. of Kirkwa! in Orkney, 

M. David VVarſon miniſter 
at the Kirk, of the Tle of 


VIaſtrer. 


M. William Maockeinyie mini. | M. Vialter Stewart miniſter 


ſter at Tarpet, 
M, Hettor Monro miniſter jn 


at the Kirk of Suthes 
rem-olaſay, 


Reviſed according to the ordinance of the renerall 
Aſſembly, by me M*. A, lhonſtoun Clerk thereto: . 


Edijnb. 12 of Feb. 
16 39, 
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